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Rupees Two 



Ahmedabad, Punjab and Delhi's Madness 



The Agony of 
Gujarat's Capital 

Mirai Chatterjee 
Reports 

Tension had been building 
up in the old, walled city 
of Ahmedabad for days 
before the event. Would the 
mahants of the Jaganath temple 
alter the traditional route of the 
rathyatra so that it avoided the 
sensitive Dariapur, KaJupur and 
Shahpur areas? Would there be 
a peaceful celebration? Or would 
events follow last year's disas- 
trous course? 

July 9 : the rathyatra wound 
its way through the narrowing, 
winding lanes and poles of the 
old city. All along the route 
saffron-banded youths served 
water to the processionists and 
danced to the tunes of blaring 
filmsongs. By evening the pro- 
cession had passed uneventfully 
through the "sensitive areas" of 
Dariapur where the population 
is mostly Muslim. When it 
reached Kadia Naka, a mixed 
but predominantly Hindu 
neighbourhood, all hell broke 
lose. 

As curfew was imposed in 
Dariapur, KaJupur and Shahpur. 
there was heavy stone-throwing 
and • some firing with private 
arms. Shops, mainly those 
belonging to Muslims, were ran- 




A first hand account of how Ahmedabad burned 
while the administration was paralysed, a coni- 
munalized police force stood by, and mobs target- 
ted at their will on die Muslims of the city. Mirai 
Chatterjee, who has been working with SEW A in 
Ahmedabad and was in Ahmedabad during the 
1985 violence, who with her colleagues has been 
trying to spread the message of "Ekta" between 
the two communities, gives her impressions and 
her analysis. 



sacked and set alight by proces- 
sionists. According to cie eye 
witness account, as the police 
watched ineffectively, pro- 
cessionists forced a fire-engine 
to turn back. 

July 10 : As the city awoke 
several deaths had occurred 
and the violence in Danapur, 
Shahpur and Kalupur was on 
the increase. 

July 11 : The poison had 
spread to the working class 
neighbourhood outside the 
walled city. Raipur, Astodia, 
Gomtipur and Saraspur were 
suddenly enveloped in an atmos- 
phere of violence, fear and 
uncertainty. On this day the 
Hindu Suraksha Samiti, a coali- 
tion of Hindu chauvinist organi- 



sations, issued a call for a state- 
wide bandh, Chief Minister 
Amarsingh Chaudhary's plea 
against the bandh were pushed 
aside. 

To Ahemedabadis a bandh, 
from last year's bitter expe- 
rience, is a signal for disaster. In 
1985's six months of ceaseless 
violence (often referred to 
euphemistically as "disturban- 
ces" by the government) every 
single bandh proved to be a 
field-day for looters, arsonists 
and murderers. The Hindu 
Suraksha Samiti was surely 
aware of this but remained 
undaunted, claiming that this 
bandh was to protest against 

Continued on page 14 col 1 



Delhi Police Fails Yet Again 

A Report from West Delhi 

By Forum Gazette Correspondents 



On Tuesday 29 July, three days after the communal 
violence in Delhi of July 26 in Tilak Vlhar and Tilak 
Nagar, the area remains under strict curfew with 
armed police, sten guns at the ready, everywhere. 
NeccessariJy so because tensions are running fright- 
eningly high. Accusations and counter-accusations 
between the Sikh families, victims of November 1984 
violence, living in Tilak Vlhar flats and the residents of 
the Harijan basti, just across the street, are bitterly 
related to the visitor. 



The wildest rumours are 
rampant and go un- 
checked, as frightened 
people, curfew bound, with 
nothing to do but endlessly dis- 
cuss their wrongs and sorrows 
— young Sikhs have been killed 
and injured, Harijans injured 
and a few homes looted and 
burned — feed avidly on 
rumours and feed their sense of 
insecurity, fear and suspicion. 
Nearly every face reflects deep 
anxiety, and hostility. When we 
walked through the Harijan 



basti, the Sikhs crowded on the 
balconies and roofs of the 4 sto- 
rey tenements, looked down on 
us in tangible disapproval. When 
we were with the Sikhs, the 
basti residents watched in dis- 
approbation. The battlelines are 
clearly drawn. 

Hinduon Ka Raj' 

In Tilak Nagar's Sanatan Dha- 
ram Mandir, a short distance 
away, Hindu migrant families 
from Punjab crowded around 
Baba Amte who had rushed to 



Delhi from Punjab on hearing of 
the violence. Families from 
Fatehbad were hungry for news, 
some of the men were aggres- 
sive, the women anxious. In the 
big hall housing many families 
seven or eight young men in 
their early 20s, sprawled on a 
charpai, all of them well 
dressed, one of them in an 
immaculate Lucknow embroi- 
dered kurta and pajama. They 

Also see article on page IS 
The West Delhi Fallout 

were not interested in what 
Baba Amte had to tell and 
offered cynical comments. "He 
said he would sacrifice himself 
if there was another Operation 
Bluestar", one remarked "What 
does he say now?" We won- 
dered, if they were migrants; 
they were so disinterested in 
Punjab news. As the Baba said 
his farewells, someone In the 

Continued on page 15 col 1 
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Sage's Word 



The Press and West Delhi Violence 



Preminder Singh 




Saturday July 26th. The nations 
capital sunk again into a state 
of barbarism, this time without 
the help of the ruling party. 

In the anri-sikh riots that 
broke out following the killing 
of mainly Hindu passengers in a 
bus in Muktsar, Punjab, the citi- 
zens of West Delhi had the 
honour of taking the initiative. 
But they were not as effective as 
the police who shot three Sikhs 
instead of protecting them. 

Nobody asked or enquired 
into the burning question. 
Howcome the police shot and 
killed the victims not the 
aggressors? 

Sunday July 27th. The daily 
press is obviously suffering from 
anaemia and partial paralysis. 
Most newsmen dream of riots, 
wars, coups and other catastro- 
phies which they can reach first 
and interview the victims. The 
Indian Press concentrated on 
Police Commissioner Ved Mar- 
waha's Press Conference and 
Home Minister Buta Singh's 
dash to the riot affected areas 
along with sundry jeeps and 
helicopters hovering overhead. 
The coverage of the incidents 
has a nimbing sameness as if all 
the reporters were in one bus 
on the same round trip, met the 
same victims and heard the 
same stories. 

Happy Birthday 

The only scope was the Times 
of India (TOD who discovered it 
was somebody s birthday Birth- 
day surprises are liked by all as 
a rule, but one man in this city 
who turned 54 today must have 
prayed that he never has to 
spend another birthday like this 
Happy birthday anyway ... Mr. 
Ved Prakash Marwah 126.7.32). 

How Did The 
Trouble Start 

How did the trouble start, 
and could it have been averted'' 
Only the Statesman delves 
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deeper and further back than 
7.30 a.m. of 26th morning when 
a mob of about 1000 Hindus 
collected in Tilak Nagar Chowk 
to protest the Muktsar killing. 

"For months tension had been 
building up in this area with an 
estimated 1200 migrant Hindu 
families from Punjab ... a sizea- 
ble concentration of Sikhs and a 
refugee camp of widows and 
orphans of the November '84 
riots. 

Several so called religious, 
social, communal and political 
organisation have been openly 
fishing in these troubled 
waters... 

The Sikhs alleged that the 
Hindus of the area had been 
instigated by the migrants to 
attack the Sikhs, there is some 
truth in the allegation ..." 

Police Commissioner Marwah 
and ACP Arun Bhagat claimed 
that there was no evidence that 
the riots were organised by 
same kind of "central author- 
ity". While almost all the papers 
dutifully accepted this statement 
the Indian Express headlined 
Riots organised affair". "The 
riots", they said, appeared to 
have a distinct pattern and the 
incidents at least in the morn- 
ing hours seemed to have been 
organised with the objective of 
provoking riots all over the city. 

Where Was The Police 

Did the police react with 
their usual speed, efficiency and 
impartiality? 

Police Commissioner Marwah 
said elaborate arrangements had 
been made in the Tilak Nagar 
area since last night. There 
were pickets and patrols in 
more than 32 places. "But it 
would seem that they had been 
posted at the wrong places" 
i Sunday Mail). "There were 
hardly any policemen present 
though the police claimed that 
32 pickets had been posted in 
Tilak Nagar area alone" 



(Statesman). 

The police came in for bitter 
criticism from both Hindus and 
Sikhs and even from members 
of the Delhi Home guards who 
were assisting them in the 
patrolling. 

People in the affected areas 
complained that the police for- 
ces though visible at street 
corners did not intervene when 
mobs came to a violent clash" 
(Patriot). 

"The police appeared conspi- 
cious by their absence in B 
Block of Janakpuri where rioters 
ransacked houses. One reporter 
who asked the dirver of a police 
car parked in the area to call a 
police force was bluntly told 
that the car was being used by 
the "Mem Sahib'. 

The Hindustan Times didn't 
bother to comment on police 
inaction while the Telegraph 
had a strange comment "Police 
deployment, of course was in- 
adequate, for which no one can 
be blamed". 

The most serious charge came 
from Lt. Gen. J.S. Aurora, re- 
ported at length only in the 
Sunday Mail The Delhi Police 
have been communalized they 
have to be goaded into action to 
prevent violence 

Event of the Day 

The event of the day however 
was the unprincipled, biased 
reporting of the Hindustan 
Times. Readers of all the other 
newspapers knew that Hindu 
mobs had attacked Sikhs, ran- 
sacked Gurudwaras and burnt 
vehicles and property. Even the 
Hindustan Times evening news 
had a straight factual report of 
the incidents. 

But the morning this largest 
circulated daily newspaper of 
Delhi had distorted the story 
into a series of half truths, 
innuendo, deception and lies. 
Starting with the headline Vic- 
tims belonged to both commun- 



ities" (l/5th truth) it continued 
"In every locality battle b'nes 
were drawn. Groups wielding 
unsheathed swords (Sikhs) 
moved menacingly forward ..." 
ilies) "In Fatehnagar four two 
wheelers were smouldering. A 
mob of Sikhs some of them car- 
rying swords and kirpans were 
standing about five yards from 
(he burning vehicles (innuendo 
and deceptioni 

To twist the writing of a 
story where the victims 
become the aggressors is not 
only irresponsible but reveals 
a pathological strain of 
hatred. 

In case. Hindustan Times 
readers hadn't got the point or 
become sufficiently agitated, 
they got another shot on page 1 
of the same day. 

"Can a crazed bunch of God- 
less terrorists with no religion 
but for their rabid hatred be 
allowed to spread panic .... Can 
a group of ideological lunatics 
be permitted ... No ... There 
comes a time when fire must be 
fought with fire. Being demo- 
cratic is all very fine, but there 
can be times in the life of every 
nation when the due process of 
law has to be suspended in 
order to prevent those out to 
destroy the nation. By all means 
communal madness must be 
prevented from spreading, but 
these are truly times that test 
mens souls, when summary 
and" public execution of cap- 
tured terrorists does not seen 
bestial or inhuman. After all, 
mad dogs are destroyed in 
every well ordered society ..." 

1 have two questions. 

— What is die difference 
between a terrorist who 
kills and a policeman who 
allows to be lolled? 

— What should be the differ- 
ence in punishment bet- 
ween one mad dog with a 
gun and another with a 
pen. 



Please fill-in the Subscription Form, post it today and make sure of getting your own copy of 
THE FORUM GAZETTE regularly. 



SUBSCRIPTION FORM 



SUBSCRIPTION NO. 



oeing 



The Manager 
The Forum Gazette 
3, Masjid Road. Jangpura 
NEW DELHI-1 10014 

Dear Sir. 

I enclose a cash/cheque/ bank draft No. dated 

for Rs. drawn on 

subscription to The Forum Gazette for life membership/five years/one year. 

NAME - 

(BLOCK LETTERS PLEASE) 

ADDRESS .- - 

(BLOCK LETTERS PLEASE) 



Subscription Rales: 
Lite Doner: Rs 1000 
Five years: Hs 200 

Signature 

Note : Subscribers from outside DELHI should send the subscription by means ol a Bank Draft drawn on DELHI 
or NEW DELHI, in favour of THE FORUM GAZETTE, and crossed "A/C payee Only". Cheques drawn on 
Stations other than DELHI and NEW DELHI will not be accepted. 



S. Radhakrishnan: 

The Hindu View 
of Life 

"Beaker or flagon, or bowl 

or jar, 
Clumsy or slender, coarse 

or fine; 
However the potter may 

make or mar, 
All were made to contain the 

wine: 
Should we this one seek or 

that one shun 
When the wine which gives 

them their worth is one? 

SuB Saying 
Bearing in mind this great 
truth, Hinduism developed an 
attitude of comprehensive char- 
ity instead of a fanatic faith in 
an inflexible creed. It accepted 
the multiplicity of aboriginal 
gods and others which origi- 
nated, most of them outside the 
Aryan tradition, and justified 
Ihem all. It brought together 
into one whole all believers in 
God. Many sects professing 
many different beliefs live within 
the Hindu fold. Heresy-hunting, 
the favourite game of many reli- 
gions, is singularly absent from 
Hinduism. 

"Hinduism is wholly free 
from the strange obsession of 
the Semitic faiths that the accept- 
ance of a particular religious 
melaphysic is necessary for sal- 
vation, and non-acceptance the- 
reof is a heinous sin meiiling 
eternal punishment in hell. Here 
and there outbursts of sectar- 
ian fanaticism are found re- 
corded in the literature of the 
Hindus, which indicate the fir.si 
effects nf the conflicts of the dif- 
ferent groups brought together 
into the one fold; but the main 
note of Hinduism is one of 
respect and good wilj for other 
creeds. When a worshipper of 
Visnu had a feeling m his heart 
against a worshipper of Siva 
and he bowed before the image 
of Visnu. the face of the image 
divided itself in half and Siva 
appeared on one side and 
Visnu on the olher. and the two 
smiling as one face on the 
bigoted worshipper mid him 
that Visnu and Siva were one. 
The story is significant... 

The Hindu theory that every 
human being, every group and 
every nation has an individua- 
lity, worthy of reverence is slowly 
paining ground. Such a view 
requires lhai we should allow 
absolute freedom in every group 
(o cultivate what is most dis- 
tinctive and characteristic of it. 
All peculiarity is unique and 
incommunicable, und il will be 
to disregard the nature of reality 
to assume that what is useful to 
one will Ijp useful lo everyone 
else to the same extent. The 
world is wide enough to hold 
men whose natures are 
different." 
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The Agony of Ahmedabad 

- Why did it Happen? 

Mirai Chatterjee 




Why does communal vio- 
lence occur with such 
startling regularity in 
the "Land of Gandhi"? It is not 
easy to find answers without 
sounding simplistic. Clearly a 
whole host of factors, some 
peculiar to the city and others 
indicative of a nationwide trend, 
are collectively responsible. 

For a start Ahmedabad has 
long been on the communal 
map". Old timers remember the 
horrors of the partition riots, 
then the wanton destruction of 
1969, 1985 and now 1986. What 
is deeply disturbing however is 
the increased frequency of 
communal violence, largely 
Hindu-Muslim, but also against 
Dalits, tribals and other lower 
castes in the last year. One 
observor noted recently that in 
the last one year at least 20 
communal incidents have taken 
place in Nadiad, Bhuj, Palanpur, 
Veraval, Baroda, Bharuch, Pali- 
tana, Godhra, Lunawada, 
Ahmedabad and Devgadh. Of 
these towns and cities, Bhuj in 
Kutch had never in its history 
suffered from any communal 
violence before. 

The Legacy of 1985 

Secondly, last years six month 
long ordeal has left an indelible 
mark on the psyche of the city. 
Hardliners positions, on both 
sides, have been strengthened 
while the secular forces seem to 
be on the retreat, or at least to 
be in disarray. Significantly some 
of the same people who suf- 
fered in 1985 have been victims 
this time also. Needless to say it 
has been the poor, daily wage 
earners amongst this group who 
have once again baen tne worst 
hit. 



Economic Decline 

In addition to this long, 
communal history, Ahmedabad 
is an economically depressed 
city. The closure of several tex- 
tile mills a few years ago, 
rendering thousands of workers 
unemployed has resulted in a 
slump in the city's economy, 
increased pauperization, des- 
peration and social tensions. 
There are few prospects for 
reemployment or new avenues 
for work. 

However illicit liquor brewing 
and other illegal activities, pop- 
ularly known as "Number Do 
No Dhando" is on the increase. 
The power of local dadas and 
their musclemen has been 
further consolidated through all 
kinds of unholy alliances 
between them and local politi- 
cians — corporators, party 
workers and the like. The lum- 
penization' of our polity, a 
nationwide phenomenon, has 
obviously not left Ahmedabad 
unscathed. Indeed several refu- 
gees have reported oDenly the 
communal role of party workers 
(BJP, Congress-(ll and others! 
and local bosses with political 
clout. As in the case of the 
Delhi violence against Sikhs, 
many of these characters are 
still wandering around freely in 
their neighbourhoods. 

Fundamentalism on the March 

Finally, fundamentalism, again 
a nation-wide phenomenon, is 
rearing its ugly head. Funda- 
mentalism in both Muslims and 
Hindus is on the increase. Since 
the Shah Bano controversy, 
Muslim fundamentalists every- 
where, including Ahmedabad, 
have been organising themselves 
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increasingly with "Shariat 
Bachao" meetings and building 
up their grassroots contacts. 
However this time, unlike their 
Hindu counterparts, they have 
kept a very low profile. In fact 
there seems to have been very 
little violence retaliation insti- 
gated by them. This could be 
one possible reason why this 
time the victims of violence 
have been so overwhelmingly 
the city's Muslim residents. 
Hindu fundamentalist currents 
in Ahmedabad are also on the 
increase for various reasons, 
including the Punjab situation, 
the Ram Janambhoomi — Babri 
Masjid issue and the Shah Bano 
controversy to name a few. This 
is not the place to enter into an 
in-depth analysis of the rise of 
Hindu fundamentalism, although 
an understanding of this phe- 
nomenon is essential in any 
analysis of the deteriorating 
communal situation in 
Ahmedabad. 

For our purposes here it is 
important to note that Hindu 
fundamentalist ideas have had a 
significant impact on the mind- 
set of middleclass Hindus in the 
city. Lately a disturbing trend 
has become evident. Many lower 
caste Hindus have been influ- 
enced by Hindu fundamental- 
ism and actively participated in 
the killing of Muslims last week. 
One reason put forward for 
their involvement is that the 
Jagannath Temple has always 
opened its doors to all Hindus 
irrespective of caste. Further, 
traditionally, Harijans have 
always pulled the chariots in 
the rathyatra and this, this 
celebration has a special signifi- 
cance for them. 

The role of the Vishwa 
Hindu Parishad is significant. 
Apart from making definite 
inroads into the majority 
community, the Parishad 
openly distributed pamphlets 
urging Hindus to boycott 
Muslim shops and other esta- 
blishments. Under the leader- 
ship of Dr Vanikar the Pari- 
shad have beep organising 
people in both urban and 
rural areas. Dr Vanikar him- 
Continued on page 5 col 5 



Where Have All the 
Bridges Gone 

Despair and Hope in the 'Gandhian' City 

Ela Bhatt talks to Kamla Bhasin 

When Ahmedabad, a Gandhian' city, a city reputed 
for its many long-standing philanthropic and volun- 
tary organisations experiences such barbarism and 
bloodshed, one is left totally numb and helpless. Does 
it take just a handful of political miscreants and reli- 
gious fai.atics to dehumanise the people) to wash 
away the creative, constructive work of hundreds ot 
organisations for several decades? How is it that sud- 
denly the power of swaying people one way or 
another seems to be in the hands of religious fanat- 
ics? Who are these "religious" leaders? What is their 
record of service to the people? Before they started 
spreading communal hatred what were they doing? 
Did they ever help their own community to overcome 
economic and social deprivation, did they fight social 
evils and dogma? Did they talk of national integra- 
tion? We know for sure they did none of this, then 
how is it that such people become so powerful? How 
is it that religion becomes a rallying point for hatred, 
killings, burning people alive? Are there no sane voi- 
ces in Ahmedabad with enough moral authority and 
following to avoid a repetition of such brutality ? Can 
one realb not expect any thing positive and firm from 
the Government the police, the political parties? 
Where should one look for a glimmer of hope? 



On some of these issues 1 
spoke to Ms. Ela Bhatt, a 
citizen of Ahemedabad,a 
social worker/activist of interna- 
tional repute, the force behind 
the Self Employed Women's 
Association ISEWA) and a recent 
entrant to the Rajya Sabha. She 
and her co-workers have always 
very consciously worked to- 
wards the inter-mixing of differ- 
ent communities in order to 
create communal understand- 
ing and harmony. But today Ela 
Bhatt does not seem too sure. 
With a pained look on her face 
she says "we have tried to root 
the notion of equality of all reli- 
gions through joint programmes, 
collective eating, helping each 
other. When the Muslim mem- 
bers of SEWA struck work for 
some demands, the Harijan 
women provided them food and 
vice versa. Just two months ago 
we had a big Eid Milan. Over 
2000 of our Hindu and Muslim 
members were present. But then 
violence erupts, refugee camps 
come up and we find our 
members in both the Hindu 
and the Muslim camps. The 
other influences are so power- 
ful. We have no control over 
them." 

"During the riots last year our 
members played an important 
role. We know of instances 
when these women physically 
stopped their men from going 
out on violence sprees, we 
know of instances when the 
women gave lists of their own 
men involved in creating trou- 
ble to the Army. But whether 
that spirit, that courage is still 
left, 1 am not sure. Each such 
event takes a heavy toll of sanity 
and understanding. SEWA's 
work is small; we work only 
with a few thousand women. 
This is not enough". 

Ela ben, why is there no 
group, no individual who can 
try to stop this madness? 

There are hardly any people 



like that left. The work of 
creating people's power, mobili- 
sing public opinion, creating 
certain values, it seems stopped 
at Independence; it went with 
Gandhi. 

In Gujarat, till the seventies 
we had strong and effective 
Gandhian groups. You could go 
to the remotest village and find 
a Sarvodaya worker doing some- 
thing. At the time of riots 
members of organisations like 
the Shanti Sena, the Gandhi 
'Peace Foundation had the cour- 
age and commanded enough 
respect to physically move into 
the troubled areas. But after the 
Emergency the Congress-I syste- 
matically made these groups 
ineffective. The bigger Sarvodaya 
organisations, which needed 
funds to survive, gave up their 
independent stance themselves. 
The result is that today there is 
a total void. 

None of our political parties 
have a cadre which works with 
the people and commands their 
trust. In fact all political parties 
try to use these ugly events for 
political gains. "They try to cook 
their rotis (bread) on the fires of 
communal violence". No wonder 
the people sneer at the party 
Peace Committees which are 
formed during such con- 
flagrations. 

But what about the Gov- 
ernment Ela ben? 

It is naive to expect anything 
from the Government. It is a 
vested interest. It will not do 
anything. We can not expect it 
to play any constructive role. 

But then What? 

Ela ben wasn't too sure how 
to answer this. She seems to be 
groping, wondering how to 
tackle the general mood of 
dejection and hopelessness. But 
I am certain a woman like her 
will not give up hope or her 
work to forge people's power 
and build bridges between 
communities. 



Friday 1-15 August 1986 3 



Our Times 



--The 

J=orum 



THREE STERLING REPORTS 




It is ine\itable that the anti- 
Sikli violence in Delhi following 
the Muktsar terrorist outrage 
should revive memories of the 
horrors of the carnage of 
November 1984. The fact that 
this time /between July 26-28, 
19861 not three thousand but 
only seven deaths occurred in 
Delhi, is itself an uncanny poin- 
ter to the shaky role of the State 
as a protector of life and pmp- 
erty. It only goes to show that if 
the authorities so desiiv, they 
can act to curtail the loss of life 
during civil disorder or choose 
to look the other way. 

The role of the State in the 
November '84 carnage was ex- 
posed in three trenchant reports 
brought out by civil liberties 
and citizens' organisations. 

BaJjit Malik's review of these 



reports first appealed in the 
December 1984 issue of 
Seminar magazine. 

We are reprinting this review 
to draw attention to the fact 
that the authorities in Delhi 
have refused to take action 
against the perpetrators of the 
carnage. Who they were is too 
well knov\n to deserve repeti- 
tion. Thus, while it is entiivly in 
order to expect the Government 
of Punjab to take firm action 
against terrorism, its patrons 
and perpetrators, it is also in 
order, and in fact a public duty, 
to demand the isolation and 
punishment of the maRa beliind 
Delhi's black November of 1984. 
Will the Prime Minister act, or 
like the Punjab Chief Minister, 
try to pass the buck on to the 
foreign hand' across the border? 



11 is a sad commentary on 
our limes thai recognised 
institutions of the State are 
gradually forfeiting their 
role as conscience-keepers of 
the nation. Nothing reflects this 
sorry situation more than the 
manner in which the govern- 
ment and even opposition par- 
ties have washed I heir hands 
off the tragedy ol the posl- 
assassination violence. Howev- 
er, at least in Delhi, three citi- 
zens' groups and organisations 
stepped into the void left by the 
politicians, policemen and bu- 
reaucrats. The Peoples' Union 
for Democratic Rights, the Citi- 
zens' Commission headed by 
S.M. Sikri (retired Chief luslice 
of the Supreme Court — and the 
Citizens for Democracy, look it 
upon themselves to perform a 
function which the government 
chose to abjure. They were im- 
pelled to conduct their own in- 
vestigations into the violence 
when it became obvious that 
the authorities were not inter- 
ested in holding a judicial en- 
quiry to find out how/why the 
riots broke out, why the killings 
were not controlled in time and 
who was guilty of organising 
them. 

Even the opposition parties, 
for electoral calculations of 
their own, did not do much to 
condemn theanti-Sikh violence 
or press for more effective relief 
and rehabilitation measures. 
Had it not been for the efforts of 
the three public-spirited bodies 
above, the alienation of the 
Sikh community would have al- 



most reached a point of no 
return. 

Between them, in I heir re- 
ports to the nation, the three 
organisations clearly estab- 
lished that unprecedented anti- 
Sikh violence was not a sponta- 
neous reaction to the late Prime 
Minister's assassination, but in- 
stigated and organised by ele- 
ments in the Cong-1 and 
bureaucracy. 

The Sikri panel came to the 
conclusion that. 'A progressive- 
ly deteriorating political situa- 
tion in the Punjab, over the pre- 
vious three years or so. became 
the prelude for the worst car- 
nage across the country since 
Partition. The brutal killing of 
Sml. Indira Gandhi sparked off 
these atrocities. The remarka- 
ble uniformity in the pattern of 
I he crimes committed, with 
some local variations, strongly 
suggest that at some stage the 
objective became to "Teach the 
Sikhs a lesson". The incredible 
and abysmal failure of the ad- 
ministration and the police; the 
instigation by dubious political 
elements: the equivocal role of 
the information media; and the 
inertia, apathy and indifference 
of the official machinery; all 
lead to the inferences that 
follow.' 

The inferences drawn by the 
Commission amounted to dere- 
liction of duty on the part of the 
administration and police. The 
panel also projected the alleged 
involvement of various ele- 
ments of the ruling party in the 
violence and was disturbed by 



Brutality — Indian Style. The tragedy 
of horrors that was Movember 1984. 

the 'apathy and ambivalence' of 
other political parties. The 
panel received no information 
lhal any of the political parlies 
played 'any significant role in 
providing either proleclion or 
shelter, reliel or succour, in any 
of the affected localities.' 'It is a 
sad commentary on the political 
life of the Capital' notes the 
panel, 'that at the moment of its 
dire need, political activists 
should be accused of either ac- 
tive instigation or inexcusable 
apathy.' 

Jn his foreword to the report 
of the Citizens for Democracy. 
Truth About Delhi Violence, 
V.M. Tarkunde draws two les- 
sons from I he experience of the 
Delhi riots; the extent of 
criminalisation of Indian poli- 
tics and the utter unreliability 
of the police force in a critical 
situation. He stales, 'Although 
the passing away of Mrs. 
Gandhi became known by 
about 10.30 a.m. on that clay, it 
was on 1st November and the 
two succeeding days that a mas- 
sacre of hundreds of Sikhs and 
the burning and looting of their 
shops and houses look place. 
The rioting was organised by a 
number of unscrupulous politi- 
cians who are habitually associ- 
ated with anti-social elements 
and down-right criminals. That 
is the reason why looting was so 
extensive and why the killing of 
Sikhs was attended with unpar- 
alleled brutality. Scores of 
Sikhs in Delhi were literally 
burnt alive. It is for the top lead- 
ersof the rulingparty to consid- 
er the ways and means by 
which the process of 
criminalisation of politics with- 
in its ranks can be reversed.' 

'Complaints of police partial- 
ity were voiced after all the 
communal riots which took 
place in recent years. In the case 
of the Delhi riots, however, the 
extent of police partiality ex- 
ceeded all limits. Instead of try- 
ing to protect innocent victims, 
the police, except in a solitary 
instance, were either utterly in- 
different or positively hostile to 
the Sikhs. The experience of 
the Delhi r'iots justifies the view 
that the law enforcement agen- 
cy in the country has itself be- 
come, to a considerable extent, 
a lawless force. It is essential 



DELHI 



CITIZENS' COMMISSION 




lift)*! IO IHI X4IIU 1 , 

TRUTH 

ABOUT 

DELHI VIOLENCE 



WHO ARE THE GUILTY? 
Published by the People's 
Union for Civil Liberties and 
the People's Union for Demo- 
cratic Rights, Delhi 1984. 

DELHI 31 OCTOBER TO 4 
NOVEMBER: Report of the Citi- 
zens' Commission. Published 
by the Citizens Commission un- 



der the Chairmanship of S.M. 
Sikri, Retired Chief Justice of 
India, Delhi 1985 

TRUTH ABOUT DELHI VI- 
OLENCE by Amiya Rao, 
Aurobindo Ghose and N.D. 
Pancholi. Published by the Citi- 
zens for Democracy, Delhi 
1985. 



that the government should de- 
vise and carry out a long-range 
plan to convert ihe police force 
into a law-abiding and law- 
enforcing agency.' 

The heinous offences 
which look place dur- 
ing Ihe Delhi riots, in- 
cluding looting, arson 
and murder, were all perpetrat- 
ed in broad daylight. Particulars 
of some of the offenders are 
well known, and the names of 
many others can be found if a 
proper investigation is carried 
out. There is. however, noticea- 
ble apathy in doing this work. 
Although over two and a half 
months have lapsed after the 
riot, nol a single case against 
any offender appears to have 
been filed before any Delhi 
magistrate. The Delhi Admini- 
stration will be justly blamed if 



of the Congress-I; 
3. Sikhs as a community must 
be taught a lesson and 
demonstratively so: this was 
felt necessary lo consolidate 
the Hindu public opinion 
swaying towards Indira 
Gandhi and her parly after 
the army action on the Gold- 
en Temple in |une. The situ- 
ation changed dramatically 
after her assassination. The 
Hindu community's confi- 
dence in the ability of the 
ruling parly lo give protec- 
tion lo the Hindus against 
the 'militant' Sikhs would 
have been shattered. Ihe 
Hindu votes would have 
swung towards the Opposi- 
tion, if nothing whatsoever 
was done to suggest imme- 
diate "retribution" and 
"bad la" for her 

assassination. 




A 1984 child in Tilak Vihar. Rehabilitation or strapped behind 
the bars of violence. 



these heinous offences go 
unpunished. 

The authors of the report 
were able to marshal conclu- 
sive evidence to show thai the 
violence was not communal in 
character, but 'sponsored by 
Congress-I members.' 

'In retrospect', slates Ihe re- 
port, "it is perhaps not implausi- 
ble to suggest that between Ihe 
lime of Mrs Gandhi's assassina- 
tion on the morning of October 
31 and Ihe time of her son Rajiv 
Gandhi's accession as the new 
Prime Minister in Ihe evening 
of that fateful day, crucial deci- 
sions were taken by some one 
somewhere in logical sequence 
(however perverse the logic 
may appear in a secular, social- 
ist democratic republic): 

1. Rajiv Gandhi must succeed 
as the new Prime Minister; 

2. Elections must be held 
forthwith to cash in on the 
'sympathy' factor in favour 



'So something appears lo 

have been done'. 
The CFD report amounts to a 
strong well-informed condem- 
nation of the political process. 
Moreover, the PUCL-PUDR re- 
port; Who Are the Guilty' actu- 
ally goes a step further by nam- 
ing Ihe politicians, policemen 
and others, who by their acts of 
commission and omission were 
responsible for the November 
massacres in Delhi. The three 
organisations have done what 
the government should have 
done. They have investigated 
the causes, of the disturbances 
and identified the guilty. And 
still the government refuses lo 
take punitive action against the 
guilty. 

Given such an ostrich-like 
attitude, it will be wholly unre- 
alistic to expect Sikhs to feel 
safe and secure in their own 
homeland, India a 
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How Do You Do It 



Raj Thapar 




During the recent violence in 
Delhi, it was difficult not to 
think of November 1984. As 
for as these photographs are 
concerned — July 86 or Nov 
'84, they could be used inter- 
changably. 

Yes. How is it done? 
You take a stick, wrap 
some cloth around it, dip 
it in a mixture of kerosene and 
some other deadly stuff, and 
you hurl it into a lifetime's 
work, a shop, a taxi, a mud hut, 
a scooter. Then you catch the 
inmates, you chop off their hair 
and amidst gleeful shouting, 
you hurl them into the raging 
fire, one by one. When a wife 
comes out wailing at the death 
of her husband, you seize her. 
vou bash her bones with lathis 
and you hurl her in as well. Vou 
leave the child because you 
gloat in the agonised survival of 
that orphan. 

How do you do it? What soil 
of morlster can do this? No one 
bred on non-violence and medi- 
tation and Shanti. So, were all 
these meaningless words defeat- 
ed and buried under the ons- 
laught of the values of today.-' 
Violence, murder, sex. Is this 
the input of our progress— in 
school, in radio, everywhere — a 
criminal lumpenisation. 

You can't call the killers 
homo sapiens. It has to be 
another mix. Because nowhere 
in the world has it happened 
quite in this way Hitler orga- 
nised mass-killing, but kept it 
away from the population, train- 
ing the monsters separately, in 



a long unending chain of 
command. 

And when you recognise 
amongst the vicious faces some 
belonging to the ones that rule 
you, and you see the police, or 
conniving with the killer squads, 
where do you go? To which 
place, to wliich person, to which 
wall? 

Where'' 

This is the story repeating 
itself relentlessly as you move 
from camp to camp, from tra- 
gedy to tragedy. The same 
names recur again and again 
and you begin to wonder. How 
was so much kerosene available, 
how were so many people 
available at a moment's notice 
to indulge in such uncontrolled 
frenzy 9 They were mostly not 
neighbours. Hindu neighbours 
defended their Sikh friends. 
Many were not from the area, 
so who brought them there? 
How did they get there, and 
how did they get the imple- 
ments for these gory deaths? 
How did one leader of the mob, 
while being dissuaded by neigh- 
bours from burning a car be- 
cause the llames might touch 
the overhead cables, since no 
human arguments could possi- 
bly have swayed that fiend, say 
"Don't worry, we have switched 
this section off from the mains. 
We are not fools". How did he 
get to the mains to turn the 
switch off? 

Or how did a train arrive at 
Sunlight Colony station, disgorge 
its population of monsters, who 
burnt and killed and mauled 
and maimed at breakneck speed, 
then got on to that waiting 



Two friends, a Hindu (left) and a 
Sikh I Right) who had to cut his hair 
in November '84. They co-own and 
run a motor mechanic shop in 



Shakrpur, East Delhi. Their bonds 
have remained unimpaired despite 
the politician — policeman — 
lumpen mafia. 




train, which set off as the job 
was completed? Who gave the 
orders for that train, who brou- 
ght those men, who equipped 
them? 

Or how was the train stopped 
at Shahdara stations, Sikhs pull- 
ed out and slaughtered. They 
say the station platforms were 
littered with the symbols of our 
savagery, up from Madhya Pra- 
desh across the vast Indo- 



One can continue in this 
refrain until the sun stops set- 
ting, but unless we answer 
these questions now, we will 
have made Northern India the 
shame of this land and forfeited 
our children's future. Let us 
begin to look into this — what 
can you call it, it has no 
name — and punish the identifi- 
able guilty with speed, other- 
wise the future will remain a 
dark volcano lit up with count- 
less, blazing pyres. And no one 
will be excluded. No one. For it 
is not a Hindu-Sikh problem 
alone. "Ask not for whom the 
bell tolls, it tolls for thee". 

So, let's get to the job and 
demand an enquiry not as a 
camouflage set up by the pow- 
ers that be — because they failed 
abysmally at every level. No con- 
tingency plan existed although 
threats had been articulated by 
terrorists for long, no decision 
for curfew or shoot-at-sight or 
calling the army in until the 
fires had begun, nothing done 
to Station, House Officers who 
were cheerfully sitting on stolen 
chairs, it was a failure which 
threatens the very life of the 
nation. Let the authorities also 
sit up and take note, it is in 
their interests as well for they 
cannot wish to rule over a 
graveyard. Let them associate 
the voluntary organisations 
which sprung up like mush- 
rooms to organise relief for the 
victims, all young people un- 
tainted by politics or authority. 




Gangetic plain, all the way to 
Bokaro. 

And where did all the politi- 
cians go on those dark nights of 
November? Where they discuss- 
ing their seats in the coming 
elections? Or watching the shifts 
in heirarchy as they stood 
around the shattered body of 
the Prime Minister. Or issuing 
statements. Yet, they had a 
precedence of courage behind 
them. Of Gandhi giving up his 
life for just this, of JawaharlaJ 
Nehru rushing to separate vio- 
lent mobs with his bare hands 
in 1947, or Indira -Gandhi of yes- 
teryear driving straight out to 
Chandni Chowk the moment 
she heard of tension there— in 
1965. 



The people of Delhi must 
demand: 

1. An immediate enquiry into 
the outbreak of violence with 
the help of people from the 
areas affected, government and 
non-government, with a time-, 
bound frame for action. 

2. Suspension of all SHOs of 
the areas that blew up, and 
cases launched for investigation. 

3. Immediate compensation 
where means of livelihood have 
been destroyed. If we can spend 
on fancy armaments, why is the 
government being stingy on 
this? A committee of citizens to 
guard this operation from sharks 
and gangsters. Priority release of 
vehicles, of building of huts and 
homes by the PWD. • 
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self works with tribals in Jal- 

sarkantha district. 

Interestingly, Hindu funda- 
mentalists seem to be flush 
with money. According to Val- 
jibhal Patel, a prominent Dalit 
Panther leader in the city, 
Hindu organisations offered 
Rs. 5000 each to Dalit youths 
to attack Muslim establish- 
ments. 

Unholy Alliances 

Finally, as in the case of other 
political groups also, Hindu 
chauvinist organisations have 
no qualms about allying with 
local anti-social elements pro- 
vided that they have the "cor- 
rect perspective". While visiting 
Muslims who had fled from the 
working class neighbourhoods 
of Asanva, Chamanpura and 
Meghaninagar, we were repeat- 
edly told the same story about 
Laxmandas, an infamous baba- 
cum-goonda. Laxmandas is app- 
arently a retired railway police 
officer, currently involved in 
"ganja" and "charas" selling 
and other criminal activities. He 
has close links with pro-Hindu 
groups. "When we expected 
trouble, we begged him to pro- 
tect us" explained a Muslim 
woman whose home with the 
painstakingly collected dowries 
for her three daughters, was 
ra^ed to the ground. "We gave 
him p ifts and told him we 
wanted no trouble, only peace. 
But still he did not spare us." 

For those struggling for peace, 
justice and secularism in 
Ahmedabad, it has been a time 
of reckoning. With widespread 
curfew and disruption of all 
activities, it has been hard to 
obtain facts and a better under- 
standing of all that has enve- 
loped the city. More than ever 
there seems to be a need for 
secular forces to regroup and 
organise in the face of the 
increased fundamentalist threat. 
Last week a meeting open to all 
secular and progressive groups 
and individuals was held and 
eyewitness experiences and 
observations were shared. This 
week a meeting to plan further 
cooperations is being arranged. 
In addition various trade unions 
in the city have been meeting to 
organise efforts to counter the 
dangerous communal trends. 
To have faith in these efforts in 
the prevailing armosphere is dif- 
ficult but there is no other 
alternative if the city is to 
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'Womanist is to feminist as 
purple is to lavender' says 
Alice Walker of her prose 
which she has specifically 
centered around being fe- 
male and black in the 
rural American South in 
which she grewup. "The 
Colour Purple", winner of 
the 1983 Pulitzer Prize is a 
spellbinding tribute to this 
theme and metaphoric of 
its tide. 



Dear God: I am fourteen 
years old. 1 have always 
been a good girl. May be 
you can give me a sign letting 
me know what is happening to 
me ...' begins Celie, 14, raped by 
the man she caJls Pa. Lonely and 
bewildered with no one to talk 
to but God. Incredible and stoic 
she soldiers through her wom- 
anly' roles of housekeeper, sur- 
rogate mother to her brother 
and sisters and the incestuous 
attacks of her father. Her ill- 
gotten' babies are taken from 
her and he then turns his atten- 
tion on her younger sister, Net- 
tie. Desperate to protect Nettie, 
Celie ends up being given 
away' in marriage to Albert and 
is now his drudge' for his 
home, his four children and his 
bed. Nettie runs away from 
home and now Celie has no 
one to love. Until Shug Avery 
the singer and magicaJ woman 
from Albert's piTst re-enters his 
life. Mesmerized by this fancy 
woman and her power over 
people in generaJ and Albert in 
particular, Celie begins to woo a 
relationship which ultimately 
brings her face to face with love 
and with herself. 

She re-discovers Nettie who is 
in Africa — working as a mis- 
sionary with a black Reverand, 
his wife and two children; 
Celie's children. Through Net- 
tie's eloquent letters, Celie 
experiences a world beyond 
Memphis; in New York, in Eng- 
land and most importantly the 
strange world of their ancestors 
in the 'dark continent'. The 
people of the Olinka; their cul- 
ture, traditions and poverty all 
become a part of Nettie's world 
as does the" touching reality of 
"The Africans don't even see us. 
They don't even recognize us as 
the brothers and sisters they 
sold." 

"The Colour Purple' is a 
story of women black and 
otherwise, who are the un- 
sung heroines of the battles 
of the spirit which are re- 
corded nowhere. Of an en- 
emy who begins within the 
confines of a home to sys- 
tematically shackle and crip- 




ple the female soul where "A 
girl child ain't safe in a family 
of men. Of white oppression 
its impact on black women 
and their bitterness, which 
Shug summarizes as:— "Ain't 
no way to read the Bible and 
not think God white. When I 
found out I thought God was 
white and a man, I lost inter- 
est." Of the simple strengths 
and weaknesses of human 
relationships. There is no- 
thing pathetic about Walker's 
women who are stolid and 
unrelenting to the pettiness 
and men in their lives. They 
turn to each other for spirit- 
ual, emotional and even sex- 
ual strength as in Shug and 
Celie's case, but naturally and 
without affection. 

Alice Walker is a delicate and 
precise writer and the Colour 
Purple' instead of expounding 
conventional wisdom is a sensi- 
tive account of a personal life. 
Her prose is uniquely lucid, and 
shorn of traditional linguistic 
and grammatical format, it is 
unerring in its impact. The 
story unfolds through Celies let- 
ters beginning Dear God' and 
Dear Nettie' a unique and 
engrossing technique imbibing 
the first person effect to perfec- 
tion. 

The economy of her words 
is nowhere more brilliant and 
poignant as when Celie discov- 
ering the truth of her back- 
ground bursts out. "Efut I feels 
daze: My daddy lynch. My 
mama crazy. All my little half- 
brothers and sisters no kins to 
me. My children not my sister 
and brother. Pa not pa. You 
must be sleep. " 

A tale of oppression of a peo- 
ple and of a sex, 'The Colour 
Purple' emphasizes the tragedy 
of belonging to both. Yet it 
remains a journey of Liberation 
and hope leaving the reader 
with Diihring's simple truth 
that, "Every will must regard 
every other will as its equal." 

Jasjit Purewal 
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"Let the Press Stop 
Reporting Punjab!" 



Let the press stop report- 
ing Punjab for a while and 
perhaps then we could 
see some rays of hope in an 
otherwise depressing scenario." 
This is a comment of a Punjabi 
who finds it difficult to keep his 
spirit up. For, he is a rational 
human being and feels his voice 
is increasingly getting subdued 
either in the print medium or 
the radio and television. Not 
many share his anguish of not 
being heard. And that is one of 
the biggest failures of the press. 

The printed word in today's 
world carries much weight and 
sometimes even the journalists 
themselves do not realise it. This 
lack of comprehension has fur- 
ther compounded press's fail- 
ures in reflecting the reality of a 
strife-torn state. The journalists 
covering Punjab are like the 
blind men trying to describe an 
elephant. If it were simple 
ignorance then perhaps it could 
be righted by persuasion and 
education. But then the self- 
righteous lot that the journalists 
are they shun learning. 

Punjab's agony is the creation 
of the last 39 years of communal, 
petty and feudal politics that 
have swayed India. Whether it is 
the Congress or the Akali Dal or 
the Bharatiya Janata Party all 
stoked the baser instincts among 
the people and garnered votes 
to grab power. Medieval intrigue, 
plain criminality and unabashed 
hypocrisy have marked the post- 
Nehru era of Indian politics. And 
the press, in comfortable alli- 
ance with the people in power 
and authority, has failed in its 
duty to point out the suppurat- 
ing warts in the body politic. 

This failure has coloured the 
reporting of Punjab. For the" 
press, the people of Punjab, like 
everywhere else, were of less 
importance than the dons in 
politics. The leaders, their state- 
ments and interests found more 
prominence than the real condi- 
tion of the people. Day after day 
we were told what a Bhindran- 
wale or an Indira Gandhi or a 
Tohra or a Longowal said or 
planned or threatened to do. 
There was and is relatively 
much less on what the farmer, 
the millhand, the trader, the 
clerk, the migrant labour thought 
or felt. 

There is a plethora of stories 
on how the terrorists are killing 
innocent people but there is 
hardly any highlighting of the 
bond that, although under se- 
vere strain, still exists between 
Sikhs and Hindus in Punjab. 
While the sten-gun toting terror- 
ists slaying people gets blown- 



Gautam 

up coverage the fact that Sikh 
villagers imploring Hindus not 
to leave their homes hardly gets 
the same treatment in the news- 
papers and magazines. 

The lack of a sound perspec- 
tive coupled with utter insensi- 
tivity has greatly contributed to 
the alienation between the two 
communities and made one 
community feel wronged. For 
example, take a recent headline 
of an important newspaper, The 
Times of India. The Times car- 
ried a story about Sikh families 
who left Bokaro, Kanpur and 
Delhi in fear, taking shelter 
forcibly in some housing board 
fiats near Chandigarh. The front- 
page story's headline was "Sikhs 
grab' Dats near Chandigarh". 
Such a wrong and provocative 
headline which dubs the entire 
community as grabber is just 
one of innumerable instances 
where an act by some has been 
used to indict a whole commu- 
nity. 

Instead of exposing the intrig- 
uing politicking of people like 
Arjun Singh or Badal, the press 
often lionised them. Arjun Singh 
was made a hero for apparently 
engineering the peace accord. 
The personalities, and not the 
issues, are underlined in the 
coverage. That is why we find 
statements like "if they (the 
terrorists) kill one, we'll kill 
three" from police chief Julio 
Ribeiro. An astounding statement 
from a public servant of a 
democratic country. While he 
should have been roundly con- 
demned for his mafia-don-like 
postures, Ribeiro has been 
showered with praise. 

Similarly, in search of a story, 
the press has run after men like 
Joginder Singh, BhindranwaJe's 
aged, senile father, who was 



propped up by a section of 
disgruntled men seeking power 
by putting up totems like him. 
With a total lack discerning, the 
press created a "Sikh leader" out 
of an incoherent man. Reporters 
vied with each other to get 
exclusive interviews and invested 
his vague remarks with so-called 
meaning and direction. His 
photographs were splashed across 
both Indian and foreign journals, 
quotes gave "punch" to a story. 
Such is the culpable involement of 
the press in fuelling chaos in 
Punjab. 

Barring a handful of journalists 
the entire press corps covering 
Punjab failed and continues to 
fail to see the issues and trends 
in perspective. The pat-terns; 
like the duplicity of the govern- 
ment and the Akalis, the vile use 
of religion by Sikh leaders, the 
violation of democratic norms 
by the police, the rise of belli- 
gerent Hindu fundamentalism 
and its threat, remained faintly 
noticeable in the avalanche of 
reporting from and on Punjab. 

The truth is that there are 
many in the press who share the 
same narrow vision of the poli- 
ticians and bureaucrats who are 
prompted by expediency and 
whose actions do not necessarily 
serve the larger and longer-term 
interests of the country. Once 
this is realised by the press, it 
can possibly make a fresh start. 
And this can be done by that 
small number of journalists who 
have refused to surrender their 
reason to venal political designs. 
Punjab is a dear part of India 
whose future cannot be left to 
be determined by the power- 
hungry politicians. The voice of 
its people who want peace, 
amity and progress must be 
heard aloud in the press. • 
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WANTED A KILLER 



When killings became ram- 
pant and not a day 
passed without some 
incident of murder, I had an 
irresistable desire that I too 
should be among those killed. I 
had been intimately connected 
with many facets of the life of 
the city. So now when my fel- 
low citizens were being killed 
one after the other, I didn't 
want to be left behind. With the 
number of my friends heeding 
the call of the Mafia, going up 
every day, I thought that I too 
would soon be obliged by one 
of the many enterprising killers 
stalking the streets of the city. 

When no one came for me, 1 
thought, why shouldn't I go out 
and search for an obliging 
killer? So, while coming back 
from my morning walk the fol- 
lowing day, I actually approach- 
ed a couple of men and asked 
them to relieve me of this terri- 
ble anxiety to join my friends. 
The response of the first one to 
my request was "I am sorry, 
you are a little late, I oblige only 
one man a week, which incid- 
entally, 1 did only a little while 
ago. From now onwards, for six 
days, 1 will be doing nothing 
except praying to God, On the 
seventh day I will again be 
ready for the job. So I can 
oblige you if you get in touch 
with me at the right time. 1 ' 

When I approached the se- 
cond man with the same re- 
quest his reply was: "Sorry, 1 
have no time; I am hurrying 
down to the residence of a high 
government official to bribe him 
and get things moving in my 
favour. You must know that 
bribing people is far more pro- 
fitable than killing them!" 

Although, my initial attempts 
to transcend this world ended 
in failure, I did not get discour- 
aged. I was certain that 'where 
there is a will there is a way'. 
Besides, about half a dozen kil- 
lings a day as reported in the 
press kept my spirits up. But as 
sheer spirit cannot achieve 
much, I continued my search 
for my deliverer. The only prob- 
lem was where to find one! 

Not knowing what to do 1 
broached the problem to my 
wife. "Darling, do you know 
how people are being killed in 
the city?" 

"Yes I know," she said. 

Getting a positive response 
from her 1 felt encouraged and 
said to her, "Can't we also get 
into the queue? Mind you, I say 
this, because we are life- 
partners. We must live and die 
together. Besides, what's the 
use of living in a corrupt and 
dishonest society. It would be 
far more honourable to die." 

Hearing this my wife sud- 
denly plunged into a state of to 
be or not to be'. But she soon 
came out of it and said "I think 
you are right. I bow before your 
decision. But there is one thing 
that comes to my mind. That is, 
if 1 too die with you, then 
where would you find another 
women who would beat her 
breasts to mourn for you with 
such sincerity of heart? Who 
will see to it that all the rites 
and rituals sanctioned by our 
ancient civilisation are observed 
in a correct manner Just think 
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about it. utnerwise 1 will do as 
you say." 

When my wife took cover 
behind our civilisation, I began 
to have serious doubts about 
the very concept of life-partners. 
They say, charity begins at 
home; so where can you go 
when your own people ditch 
you? Rubbing my hands in sor- 
row, I said to her in an angry 
tone, "Since you are looking 
forward to playing the role of a 
widow, why don't you start 
preparing for it right now. I am 
myself quite keen to die and 
can say with full confidence 
that your wish will be granted 
sooner than you expect. 

Frustrated with my wife's res- 
ponse, I stepped out of my 
house on my journey to death, 
to life in the next world. 

Not far from where I lived 
was the house of Jagan Nath. As 
I came close to it I saw a card- 
board hanging on the door. 
Written on it in bold words was: 
Respected Killers, 

This is to inform you that 
one member of this family 
has already been killed only 
five days ago. So you are 
hereby requrested to turn 
your attention to some other 
house. 

As soon as I read this I felt 
terribly disappointed. What a 
pity] My house was only a few 
yards away and yet the killer 
had chosen to leave it alone. I 
don't know what made him 
choose Jagan Nath's house. The 
only reason that I could think 
of was that he had excellent 
connections with a gang of 
smugglers. In fact he was a 
minor sycophant of a big smug- 



gler. Anyway that was of no 
consolation to me. An oppor- 
tunity had passed by my door 
and here I was still living on 
with hope as a poor deprived 
soul. They say that when you 
need a thing really badly you 
rarely get it! 

Now, I had not been on 
speaking terms with Jagan Nath 
for a long time. The reason was 
that he was a smuggler, and I 
considered smuggling as not a 
respectable vocation. But, my 
problem was that I wanted to 
know the whereabouts and the 
physical description of the killer. 
Now I had to talk to Jagan Nath; 
only he could help me. I was in 
desperate need, and a needy 
man would do anything ... even 
for a smuggler. So 1 pressed his 
door-bell. 

Jagan Nath appeared from 
behind the door. I asked him in 
a sorrowful tone, "Is it true that 
you have lost someone in the 
house?" 

"Yes, he said, "It is my 
younger brother. Believe me, he 
was such an innocent harmless 
person. It would have been far 
better if the intruder had killed 
me instead. I personally feel he 
actually came for me, but ... 
now don't you ask me any 
questions about that? ... Any- 
way, what happened was ... The 
killer lifted a VCR from our 
house. And do you know what 
he did? When my brother and 
his wife tried to stop him, he 
shot my brother there and then 
and leaving his wife where she 
was, escaped with the VCR! 

I thought to myself that the 
killer seemed to be quite cun- 
ning. He took away the VCR 



because it was valuable for him 
while the woman he left behind 
was of no use to him. 

By the way, what was the 
killer's name? I asked him. 

"He didn't say", he replied. 

Just to give an outlet to my 
growing disappointment I start- 
ed lecturing Jagan Nath, "What's 
the use of hanging this notice 
on your door? As far as I know 
none of these killers can read a 
word of it!" 

Not at all! What you say could 
be true of the days gone by. The 
killers of today are not only 
literature, but are graduates, 
even post-graduates. What's 
more, they don't come on foot. 
To carry out their mission they 
come in cars or fancy motorcy- 
cles. And when they reach a 
deserted spot they simply do 
away with the vehicle." 

"You mean, they eliminate 
the car also. Why do they do 
that?" 

"For the simple reason that it 
is not theirs. It is a stolen one." 

So, Jagan Nath too disap- 
pointed me. What kind of man 
was he! The murder had taken 
place in his house and he 
didn't even as much as try to 
find out the name of the killer. 



He just registered the F.I.R 
against an unknown killer and 
that was the end of it. And as 
soon as this incident was over, 
it was business as usual, the 
business of smuggling. 

It was in such a state of 
depression that I rang up the 
Police Headquarters and con- 
tacted a friend of mine who 
happened to be posted there. 
"Bharatji, I want your help. It 
has got into my head that I too 
should die. Can I get in touch 
with a professional through your 
good offices?" 

"Sorry, there is no one around 
right now! Is there anything else 
I can do for you?" pat came the 
reply. 

For once I felt like telling him, 
Look here, why don't you do 
this little favour yourself. After 
all, you too have a pistol and 
you know how to use it." But 
then 1 thought, that would be 
asking too much from him. So 1 
dropped the idea. Instead I 
asked him, "Do you know that 
many incidents of killings are 
taking place all over the city?" 

"Yes, that's true," he replied. 

"Does that mean that you 
have not been able to arrest 
even one culprit.?" 

He started giving all sorts of 
explanations. You don't seem to 
know our problems. An incident 
takes place; by the time we 
arrive on the spot, we find that 
the killers have already es- 
caped!" 

Does that mean that you 
always start late from your 
residence?" 

Well, what can we do? Our 
rules and regulations are so 
cumbersome ... ." 

Just to add to my knowledge, 
I asked him, "By the way, you 
must have come to know by 
now why such killings continue 
to take place at such frequent 
intervals. His answer was that a 
high-powered committee of five 
senior police officials had been 
constituted. This committee 
would soon prepare a report on 
the background of these inci- 
dents. 

"But tell me one thing, why 
are you so eager to die?" 

"I am simply fed up of this 
world." 

"In that case you should pray 
to God. He won't disappoint 
you." 

"I have already done that. It 
seems that he has adopted a 
policy of non-interference." 

He reassured me by saying, 
"Don't lose heart, Just wait for 
another week or two. I may be 
able to procure the services of a 
competent professional to make 
your dreams come true. 

Translation: 
Avtar Singh Judge 
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Minorities not for Burning 

Are the minorities for burning? After the November 1984 kil- 
lings in Delhi and the latest communal savagery in Ahme- 
dabad, this question cannot be pushed under the convenient 
carpet. Unless it is faced squarely, without equivocation, with- 
out delay, the communal virus may spread to proportions 
which could irretrievably affect the body politic. Eyewitness 
accounts from Ahmedabad —one appears elsewhere in the 
paper — highlight frightening parallels with the Delhi carnage. 

In both cities the administration was seemingly paralysed 
for many hours, the police remained passive spectators or 
were active colluders, the mobs raged at will and the minority 
community was the victim. In Ahmedabad, as in Delhi, petrol 
and kerosene were freely available, and the savagery of the 
mobs an outstanding characteristic. In both happenings, con- 
cerned observers have noted the indifference of the vast 
majority of the Hindu community, otherwise normal, peaceful, 
decent human beings, to the violence and the killings. While 
the sentiment had been openly expressed "they" must be 
taught a lesson, "they" in Delhi being the Sikhs, in Ahmedabad 
the Muslims. A dangerous pattern is recurring, adding a new 
dimension to communal violence. 

Ahmedabad was still recovering from last year's traumatic 
six months of violence when the anti-reservationist stir turned 
into communal frenzy, when this year's rathyatra sparked off 
the madness. Those guilty of murder and arson in 1985 were 
again involved this year, for, only now, a year after the event, 
has a commission of enquiry been appointed. Ahmedabadians, 
horrified at the rapid disintegration of the city's social fabric, 
question what the commission will find now, and when the 
1986 riots commission will be appointed. At the next violence, 
they ask? 

The government's failure to recognise the seriousness, of 
the communal situation was highlighted in the Lok Sabha 
debate when neither the Prime Minister nor the Home Minis- 
ter were present in the House, a lacuna angrily pointed out by 
Mr C.R. Jaffer Sherief, Congress (1) MP and former minister. 
Mr Sherief also echoed the reaction of many concerned citizens 
when he regretted that neither Mr Rajiv Gandhi nor Mr Buta 
Singh had thought it necessary to visit Ahmedabad. 

Have the Delhi killings set another new pattern? Not so 
long ago India's Prime Ministers used to deem it their respon- 
sibility, their duty to visit riot hit communities to restore their 
confidence in the government s commitment and capacity to 
protect all its citizens, irrespective of community or caste. 
Delhi became the glaring exception. Perhaps understandably, 
since with the state itself under suspicion, how could its 
representatives offer solace? Whatever the reasons, communal 
or caste killings no longer provoke prime ministerial visits. 

Or is it that official sympathy too has double standards? 
For Sikhs have noted that while Hindu migrant families from 
Punjab have been received without delay by the Prime 
Minister, none of the Sikh families, victims of November 1984 
were offered this consideration. But then earlier this year RSS 
chief Bala Sahib Deoras told the minorities very clearly that 
the 85 per cent Hindus in India's population are the backbone 
of the nation, and that to ensure the country's security and its 
democratic order the Hindus must remain an absolute 
majority. The pluralistic society, the famous unity in diversity, 
are given short shrift by the RSS leader. 

The assortment of mushrooming Hindu chauvinist organi- 
sations, the Hindu Raksha Samitis, Hindu Shiv Senas, Hindu 
manches and so on, project these ideas, and, increasingly, are 
visible wherever communal tensions are on the rise, ready to 
exploit potential communal sparkpoints. In Ahmedabad. Mee- 
rut, Punjab, Hyderabad, Kerala, Assam, such organisations are a 
common element. 

Has Ahmedabad brought home to the ruling party that it 
may be overplaying the communal hand in the electoral 
game? Does Mr Rajiv Gandhi's new trouble shooter minister, 
Mr Chidambaram, mean it when he tells the Lok Sabha, "We 
will bring the entire might of the government to control the 
communal situation" and promises to summon the political 
will to do so? He tried to pass the buck by blaming the state 
governments for the failure to contain communalism. Guide- 
lines have been issued six years ago, he said, but the states had 
not implemented them. This is mere eyewash. 

Since 1980 the rise of communalism is directly linked with 
the CongresslH's changed electoral arithmetic. Until now the 
ruling party's perception was that it could ride the communal 
tiger. Does Mr Chidambaram's Lok Sabha performance indi- 
cate a new perception? And is there still, time to get off the 
tiger's back? 



Redistribution of 
Agricultural Land 

Poor Record; Uncertain Future 
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No serious discussion on 
reduction of poverty in 
India can avoid the ques- 
tion of redistribution of agricul- 
tural land. The reasons are not far 
to seek. Nearly 60 per cent of 
India's population, or nearly, 
450 million men, women and 
children, is dependent on 
agriculture as the main, often the 
only, source of livelihood. And 
according to the government's 
own statistics, 73 per cent of 
Indian farmers together cultivate 
only 23 per cent of the total culti- 
vated land in the country. 

Despite the inaccuracies in 
the maintenance of land records 
and difficulties in defining big' 
and small' fanners, several 
efforts have been made by 
economists to find out the 
extent of unequal distribution of 
land. 

For instance according to 
estimates made by four econo- 
mists II. Ali, B.M. Desai, R. 
Radhakrishna and V.S. Vyas, see 
Economic and Political weekly, 
annual number March 19811 
nearly 65 per cent of the 
farmers in India either do not 
own any land or else own less 
than 2.01 hectares of land. 
Together these landless and 
small farmers, operate only 19 
per cent of the total cultivated 
land. On the other hand farmers 
owning 8.1 hectares or more 
land are defined as 'very large'. 
They constitute only 8 per cent 
of the total farmers but operate 
40 per cent of all cultivated 
land. 

Such inequalities would be 
considered bad in any country, 
but in India, which has 350 mil- 
lion acres of land, and 450 mil- 
lion men, women and children 
dependent on agriculture, such 
inequalities are inexcusable. 

Land Re-distribution Essential 

Irrespective of what pattern of 
overall development, including 
industrialisation, India adopts, 
and to what extenl job oppor- 
tunities become available for 
landless, marginal and small 
farmers in other sectors, a 
much more egalitarian distribu- 
tion of land than what presently 
exists is a must for any reduc- 
tion of povertv in India. In fact, 
the present day unequal distri- 
bution of land is also responsi- 
ble for keeping wages low in 
other sectors of the economy — 
it forces members from poor 
peasant households to migrate 
to cities in a desperate search 
for jobs which will keep starva- 
tion away. Hence employers 
find it easy to force low wages 
on them. 

In principle at least, the 
government accepts the need 
for redistribution of agricultural 
land. During the last decades, 
various ceiling' laws have been 




enacted in almost all the states 
to impose limits on the owner- 
ship of agricultural land and for 
the redistribution of land 
declared 'surplus' in such a 
way. What is more, these laws 
have been frequently amended 
to make them, even more 'radi- 
cal', at least on paper. For 
instance, in the state of Uttar 
Pradesh, the ceiling has been 
fixed at 7.30 hectares of irrigated 
land and 10.9 hectares of non- 
irrigated land. Once the laws 
are enacted, the administration 
is supposed to take over the 
surplus land and redistribute it 
among the landless and other 
weaker sections. From time to 
time various state governments 
have issued instructions and 
launched special driver to speed 
up land-redistribution work. 

Poor Land Reforms 

Performance 

What has been the impact of 
this work spread over the last 
three decades or so? According 
to statistics given by the Plan- 
ning Commission in October 
1985, out of the total cultivated 
land of 350 million acres in the 
country, only 7.2 million acres 
of land has been declared sur- 
plus and of this only 4.4 million 
acres in fact distributed. The 
rest of the surplus land got 
stuck in administrative ineffi- 
ciency and litigation. Even all 
the 4.4 million acres of land 
shown as having been re-distri- 
buted on paper is not effectively 
under the control of the poor 
allottees. In many cases the old 
landowners continue to exert 
their hold through the exercise 
of muscle power. Moreover, the 
land declared surplus is usually 
the most difficult to cultivate 
profitably as it is of poor qual- 
ity. If they have to part with 
some land, the big landowners 
ensure that they part with only 
the poorest quality land. 

Assuming, however, that by 
greatly improving the adminis- 
trative implementation of ceiling 
laws, the entire 7.2 million acres 
of surplus land is redistributed 
and successfully cultivated by 
the landless and other poor 
allottees, even then can this 
achievement be called satisfac- 
tory? Clearly, a redistribution 
that involves only 2 per cent of 
the total agricultural land-and 
that too generally of the poorest 



quality can hardly be called a 
significant achievement. 

What has happened is that 
the big landowners have tam- 
pered with theii land-records in 
such a way-by making paper- 
transfers of land in the name of 
various relatives — that although 
they continue to hold land well 
in excess of the ceiling limit, in 
the records this is not shown. 
Also, they have taken full advan- 
tage of the various exemptions 
that have been given in the ceil- 
ing laws — for instance land in 
excess of the ceiling limit is 
allowed in some states for 
orchards and in other states for 
plantations and other purposes. 

Bhoodan Movement 

Apart from ceiling laws, there 
was another landmark in the 
land reforms programme. This 
was the famous 'Bhoodan' (gift 
of land) movement started by 
Acharya Vinobha Bhave, soon 
after independence for volun- 
tary surrender of land by big 
landowners. This work was also 
taken up by several other disci- 
ples of Gandhi and received 
official patronage. In all, nearly 
4.2 million acres of land was 
received in Bhoodan, of which 
about 1.3 million acres was re- 
distributed. Here again there 
were complaints of poor quality 
land being distributed, and the 
allottees being unable to culti- 
vate it on account of threats 
held out by the powerful land- 
owners. 



Planning Commission's Views 

Looking ahead, the document 
on the Seventh Five Year Plan 
11985-90) recently released by 
the Planning Commission says 
that "appropriate measures" 
have to be taken for land 
already declared surplus but 
not yet redistributed. This doc- 
ument also says that estimates 
of ceiling surplus land have to 
be reassessed, specially in newly 
irrigated areas (in view of the 
lower ceiling limits for irrigated 
areasl. 

On the whole, this doc- 
ument gives the impression of 
being very vague about what 
exactly needs to be achieved in 
this field in the next five years. 
This is in sharp contrast to the 
specific targets fixed for, say, 
artificial insemination of cows 
or planting of trees. Land to the 
tiller is obviously not a part of 
the official strategy to alleviate 
poverty in the country. 

If the government wants to 
improve the credibility' of its 
various announcements on 
reducing poverty, it is necessary 
that it should fix high targets 
for redistribution of land in the 
Seventh Plan, and then go out 
to achieve them with the co- 
operation of various organisa- 
tion of the rural poor, which 
exist in some parts of the 
country. ft 
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The Congress Centenary and Don't Let Punjab Down 



the Punjab Accord 



When research scholars 
of the twenty first cen- 
tury assigned a project 
to cover the tragic and tumul- 
tuous events of the eighties of 
the twentieth century look for 
source material for their trea- 
tise, they could well refer to the 
attractively produced centenary 
volume of the Indian National 
Congress —100 GLORIOUS 
YEARS — 1885 - 1985. 

See what Chapter X — Diary 
of the Century - reveals to 
them. We reproduce the events 
recorded in 1984 and 1985 from 
Towards New Goals : 1947-1985.' 

X DIARY OF THE CENTURY 

March Towards Freedom: 1885-1347 
Towards \ew Goals: 1947-1985 

1984 

January 16 : The Congress II) 
general secretary, CM. Stephen 
passed away. 

January 27 : Jammu &. Kash- 
mir Chief Minister, Dr. Farooq 
Abdullah's Ministry won a vote 
of confidence in the Assembly. 

June 5 : The security forces 
entered the Golden Temple 
complex. A total of 59 armymen 
and 249 terrorists killed in a 
fierce exchange of tire. 

June 7 : Security forces reco- 
vered bullet-riddled body of 
Jamail Singh BhindranwaJe. 

October 31 : Prime Minister 
Indira Gandhi shot dead by her 
bodyguards thus tragically end- 
ing her 15 years of rule as Prime 
Minister. 

Rajiv Gandhi sworn as new 
Prime Minister. 

IVovember 1 : Shoot at sight 
orders issued in Delhi. 

November 3 : Indira Gandhi 
cremated. 

November 13 : Lok Sabha 
elections announced. 

December 3 : Leakage of 
poisonous gas at Union Carbide 
factory in Bhopal killed over 
2,200." 

December 28 : The Congress 
ill got three-fourths of the seat 
in Lok Sabha: 401 out of 508. 

December 31 : The Congress 
parliamentary party's meeting 
elected Mr. Rajiv Gandhi as 
leader. 
1985 

January 7 : The Congressdi 
appointed 3 new Genera) Secre- 
taries: A.B.A Ghiini Khan 
Choudhary. Dalbir Singh and 
Siikanth Vemia. 

January 28 : Six nation sum- 
mit at New Delhi. 

January 31 : Floor-crossing 
almost impossible. Anti-Defec- 
tion Bill passed. 

March 2-5 : Assembly Elec- 
tions held. The Congress (II 
back in power in 8 states but 
suffered a 26% fall in the number 
of seats wen by it. 

NEWSHOUND 



April 19 : The Congress II) 
General Secretary, Mi. R.L. Bha- 
tia shot at. 

May 4-6 : Meeting of The 
AICCII) Committee at New Del- 
hi's Talkatora Stadium. The two- 
day session dovetailed into a 
function at the Indira Gandhi 
Stadium marking the inaugura- 
tion of centenary celebrations. 

June 5-18 : P.M. Rajiv Gand- 
hi's visit to U.S. and U.S.S.R. 

July 18 : Amarsinh Choud- 
hari Ministry in Gujarat reached 
an accord with anti-reservations. 

July 22 : Meeting of Congress 
(II parliamentary party. 

July 31 : Congress (I) M.P., 
Lalit Maken and his wife shot 
dead. 

August 15 : Assam accord 
signed. 

September 29 : 8 Joint Secre- 
taries appointed for the Con- 
gress. 

October 29 : The "Congress 
jyoti'' and "Indira jyoti" received 
in New Delhi. 



November 21 : The Congress 
Working Committee decided to 
hold the Congress centenary 
plenary session in Bombay on 
December 27, 28, 29. 



Whilst the "spontaneous'" car 
nage of over five thousand Indi- 
ans in October-November, 1984 
could be a non-even: for the 
authors of this volume, the 
research scholar is likely to be 
baffled by the bland recording 
of November 1 1984: Sheet at 
sight orders issued in Delhi'! 

Again, whilst the August 15 
Assam Accord finds a place in 
the 1985 diary of events, the 
Punjab Accord, which won tre- 
mendous acclaim for the Con- 
gress President, is again a non 
event! We are not suggesting 
that martyr Longowal's tragic 
assassination should have found 
a place in the 1985 events but 
the research scholars are again 
going to be bewildered! 



Sir, 

I wish to congratulate you on 
general improvement in The 
Forum Gazette. Every edition 
gives a lot of useful information 
regarding Punjab affairs. 

In the edition dated 1-15 July 
86, there was an editorial "A 
Bad Example". This article pulls 
down the prestige of Punjab, in 
particular the Sikhs. I wish you 
had also given similar examples 
from the happenings in other 
states. Our paper should not let 
down the image of Punjab in 
anyway. After reading, I nor- 
mally pass my copy to my non- 
Punjabi friends; this time 1 had 
to hide my copy from them. 

In one of your earliest issues 
you had written that the next 
issue will contain progress on 
the implementation of Punjab 
Accord, but this has not 
appeared so far. Most "Punjabis 
do not even know half the 
clauses of the Accord. You must 
educate us on that. 

For increasing the sale of The 
Forum Gazette, I suggest that it 



Victims of lust for Power 



There would have been no 

Hindi-Sikh problem after the 
1947 partition of the Indo-Pak 
sub-continent had the leaders of 
the Punjabi Hindu community 
unanimously accepted the fact 
that Punjabi was indeed their 
mother tongue. Now after so 
many upheavels, when the two 
communities are drifting apart, 
the leaders again prevailed on 
the Punjabi-speaking Hindus lo 
stick to their old stand and once 
again declare Hindi as their 
mother tongue. So yet another 
opportunity to save India from 
disintegration has been lost. 

On the other side had the 
leaders of the Akali Dal been 
wise enough to go slowly and 
steadily, use the Sikh preachings 
in a rightful manner, and utilize 
the services of the Shromani 
Gurudwara Parbhandak Com- 
mittee for religious purposes 
and less for political gains, they 
would have raised the status of 
their community but also in- 
creased the number oT their 
members drawn from the Hindu 
community who have close 
blood relations with Sikhs and 
are drawn to the Sikh religion. 

After every agitation, costing 
a high price and sacrifices on 
the part of the Sikh masses, the 
.Akali leaders sought some polit- 
ical gains; some ol them joined 
or collaborated with the Con- 
gress, thereby allowing the Con- 
gress to win back some of the 
Sikh membership it had lost in 
the agitations. Most of the Sikh 
Congressmen including Giani 
Zuil Singh, Sardar Swaran Singh, 
Sardar Buta Singh etc. are pro- 



ducts of the above kind of Akali 
politics. 

The latest Moreha was origi- 
nally started by Sant Jamail 
Singh Bhindranwalle on 19.7.1982 
for the release of Bhai Amrik 
Singh and other Sikhs arrested 
by the Congress Government and 
lo demand thai the Government 
stop killing of Sikh youths in 
fake encounters. The Akali Dal 
(Longowali took this Moreha into 
its own hands on 4.8.82, on giv- 
ing the assurance and commit- 
ment that the release of Sikh 
detenus would be a precondi- 
tion for any agreement with the 
Government. So it was obligatory 
on the part of Sant Longowal to 
get the release of all detenus 
approved, before he signed the 
Accord. 

The main allegation against 
the remaining prisoners is that 
they have been involved in cases 
of violence. Thousands of Hin- 
dus have been involved in vio- 
lent activities of the worst kind 
after the assassination of Mrs 
Indira Gandhi. If they, in large 
numbers, are all free, why is this 
small number of Sikh prisoners 
till behind bars on mere suspi- 
cioin'.' Is not this single discrim- 
ination enough to be exploited 
by the aggrieved parties among 
the Sikhs 9 

Now what is the crime of 
these people who have been 
killed, wounded, disabled, 
imprisoned, deserted their ranks 
and suffered in other ways? They 
have been the victims of others' 
lust for power and supremacy. 
In a general amnesty survivors 
should be set tree, exonerated, 

By Rap 
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compensated and rehabilitated 
to the maximum extent possible. 
Therein lies the only hope to 
reduce tension and rebuild cor- 
dial relations between the two 
communities. 

Dr Mehar Singh 

M.S.E.T Clinic 

Bazar Baba AttaJ, Amritsar. 



should be printed in the form 
of a magazine. A loose sheet, 
newspaper type magazine for 
Rs. 2/- appears to be expensive 
when other such papers cost 
only Re. 1 or less. 

Wg Cdr Surinder Singh 

(Retd.) 

144, Munirka Enclave 

(Opp. DTC Bus Depot) 

New DelhJ-l 10067. 

A Sikh Daily 

Sir, 

It was a pleasant surprise to 
read col. 3 of Chandigarh Diary 
on page 3 of the Indian Express 
Chandigarh dated June 23, 1986 
to the effect that The Sikh 
Forum' has started The Forum 
Gazette' a new fortnightly paper 
from Delhi. 

A fortnightly paper is a good 
venture, of course. But, it is too 
remote to catch the vision of the 
people. A fortnightly cannol 
meet the daily needs of the pub- 
lic. Frankly speaking, the leader- 
ship has virtually been quality 
towards the community, towards 
Punjab, towards the country and 
towards the world at large for its 
failure in not having its own 
effective press media; and allow- 
ing the community to be dubbed 
communal and sectarian. 

A broad-based press media is 
essentially required to be estab- 
lished on long term basis. 

— Kuktip Singh Chopra 

654, Phase VI, SAS Nagar 

Chandigarh. 



Average Sikh Dazed 



Sir, 

Most Sikhs are not in the 
least interested in politics. The 
recent events in Punjab-events 
which have led to the sacred 
gurudwaras, especially the most 
holy "Darbar Saheb" becoming 
the Centre of activities which 
were inexcusable in the eyes of 
all right thinking people, irres- 
pective of religion of belief, have 
left the average Sikh dazed and 
the younger generation con- 
fused. 

The older generation, because 
of their implicit faith in God's 
grace and "Guru Bhali Karega" 
can look forward to the day 
when normalcy will return to 
their lives. 

But the younger generation 
finds itself at a cross roads. As it 
is with so much rapid advance- 
ment in science and technology 
and improved communication 
which has brought the alien 



cultures of the West right to its 
door-step, it had begun to ques- 
tion many aspects of religion 
which were implicitly accepted 
by the previous generations. 

The answers are there in 
Gurbani and in our history and 
literature, but no enlightened 
scholars to interpret and pres- 
ent these facts in a modern 
light are available. 

A panel of Sikh intellectuals, 
thinkers scholars must gel 
together and arrange to meet 
small groups of youngsters to 
guage which are the chief 
doubts and confusions in their 
minds; then set about finding 
ways to resolve them. 

Urgent action must be taken 
at the earliest else we shall have 
only ourselves to blame for driv- 
ing away whole generations 
from "Guru da Darbar". 

Inderjit and Bimal Singh 
Bombay-400011. 
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Ela Bhatt: Ahmedabad's Gandhian Feminist 

Uniting Women Against the Community Divide 




Ela Ramesh Bhatt — a 
middle aged, middle-sized, 
gentle khadi clad woman. 

She is married to Ramesh 
Bhatt, a Gandhian economist 
who lias been a teacher, General 
Manager of Indian Express Enter- 
prises in Ahmedabad, an activist 
in the consumer movement. He 
now acts as a free lance consul- 
tant on development issues and 
through the Foundation of Pub- 
lic Interests is organising coop- 
eratives of handloom weavers in 
four districts of Gujarat. The 
Bhatts have a daughter, 28 years 
old, a China scholar and pres- 
ently working with the Wall 
Street Journal in New York. 
Their son who is 27, is an archi- 
tect planner presently on a 
scholarship for a Ph.D. at M.I.T., 
U.S.A. Ela ben holds degrees in 
Arts and Law and a diploma in 
Labour and Cooperative Affairs. 
A small talented family. 

It was in 1955 that she joined 
the TLA iTextile Labour Associa- 
tion, the biggest trade union of 
textile workersi and left it in 
1982. In between for seven years 
she also worked as a labour 
officer in the state government. 
In the TLA she was in-charge of 
the women's wing. Ela ben is 
best known for her pioneering 
effort in establishing SEWA (Self 
Employed Women's Association! 
in Ahmedabad in 1972. She has 
also inspired the creation of 
similar organisations in several 
other states of India. Slowly bul 
surely SEWA is assuming Ihe 
proportions of a nationwide 
movement. Ela ben was one of 
the first to recognise the plight 
of millions of poor, self- 
employed women like vegetable 
vendors, hand-cart pullers, milk- 
sellers, and women doing jobs 
like bidi-making, stitching sheets 
and quilt covers out of rags, and 
zari work. 

In India 94 per cent of all 
working women are in this 
unorganised sector. Almost half 
of these women were totally 
unorganised and completely at 
the mercy of middle-men and 
money-lenders. In fact it was 
believed that they were not just 
unorganised, but also unorgan- 
isable. How do you organise or 
unionise women who work as 
individuals in isolated units at 
home or outside and who are 
perhaps competing with each 
other. In just a few years Ela 
ben and her team workers did 
the impossible by helping these 
destitude women to form their 
own union to improve their 
economic and social life. As an 
organised group they became 
eligible to get loans from banks. 
Thus they were able to deal 



with or even do away with 
money lenders and middle-men 
and also to increase their in- 
come. Once organised, they 
became powerful and articulate 
enough to be able to speak out 
on subjects like police harass- 
ment and the anti-poor eco- 
nomic policies of the govern- 
ment. As a group it became 
possible to take care of their 
health, sanitation and nutrition 
needs as well as their legal 
problems. They were able to 
organise creches and balwadies 
for their children. And they also 
took up the challenge of oppos- 
ing wife-beating and alcoholism. 

SEWA Ahmedabad, with its 
almost 16,000 members, also 
started the first all women's 
bank in the country, owned and 
managed by the members them- 
selves. They also have a unit 
which makes video-films for 
training and educational pur- 
poses. Imagine a hand-carl pull- 
er having the confidence to 
handle a video-camera! 

From the city of Ahmedabad 
the concept of SEWA moved to 
the rural areas nearby and now 
there are ten SEWAs all over 
India with SEWA BHARAT as a 
coordinating organisation. These 
units are empowering women, 
making their work more visible 
and sensitising planners and 
decision-makers to the prob- 
lems and needs of exploited 
rural and urban self-employed 
women. 

SEWA works with poor 
women from different com- 
munities. In Ahmedabad one 
third of SEWA members are 
Muslim, one third Harijan 
and the rest lower caste Hin- 
dus. A conscious effort has 
been made to work towards 
communal harmony by forg- 
ing strong social and eco- 
nomic links between explo- 
ited women of different 
communities. 

Ela ben's consistent, dedica- 
ted and inspiring work has 
been recognised by the class of 
women SEWA works with and 
also by the authorities that be. 
She is a Padmashri, Padma 
Bhushan, winner of the Right 
Livelihood (Alternative Nobel 
Prize) and Magsaysay awards 
and was recently nominated to 
the Rajya Sabha as an eminent 
social worker. She is a member 
of innumerable state, national 
and international committees. 
But these awards and positions 
have not made her less humble, 
less human. "In fact the more 
she is honoured the more mod- 
est and unassuming she be- 
comes. Seven-eight years ago 
there might have been some 



impatience in her speech, but 
as the years pass her tongue 
becomes sweater and she more 
gentle and patient," remarked 
Qamrunissa who works with 
SEWA Delhi and who has known 
Ela for many years. 

Ela ben comes from the 
Gandhian tradition and believes 
in strictly following certain prin- 
ciples like wearing khadi. lead- 
ing a simple life, drawing a 
fixed salary and keeping coo- 
sumption low. Devaki Jain an 
economist and feminist, some 
one who has known and worked 
closely with Ela ben believes 
that it is these Gandhian prin- 
ciples which make her so totally 
fearless. 

"On a personal side, the real 
root of Ela's and SEWAs suc- 
cess and effectiveness has been 
the Gandhian ethic. It is their 
modes of functioning, their 
ethics of work which has made 
SEWA keep its legitimacy. They 
have a culture of work which is 
entirely derived from the Gand- 
hian mode. This is what has 
given SEWA a particular 
strength. 

The strength and self- 
confidence which you see in 
Ela's character is the result of 
the Gandhian emphasis on indi- 
vidual ethics and personal dis- 
cipline. It is almost like a Jesuit 
training. You see this in Ela as 
you come close to her. She is in 
some ways a soldier. Many of 
us don't have Ela's fearlessness 
and strength, I feel, because we 
have not gone through that 
ideological training and that 
self-descipline. It is because of 
this personal strength that Ela 
can be anywhere including the 
Rajya Sabha and be herself." 

"I feel we have a lot to learn 
from Ela's type of feminism. 
And Ela is not even self-cons- 
cious to call herself a feminist". 

Although basically an activist 
Ela ben sees the need for vigor- 
ous analysis and research for 
activists. She recognises the ne- 
cessity to see the links between 
grass-root action and national 
and international policies. That 
is why she intervenes at differ- 
ent levels of action and debates. 

Vina Majumdar, social scient- 
ist, and another very close asso- 
ciate and friend of Ela ben says 
"What we all learnt from Ela 
ben and SEWA is that collective 
organisation of poor women 
starts a chemical reaction in 
their minds, their thinking, their 
behaviour and provides the vital 
element' for any kind of sub- 
stantial change. This is the 
experience on which most of us 
have been trying to build our 
research and action. Ela is able 
to make an impact at national 
and international levels because 
she is directly involved with 
SEWA, because she is rooted. 
And no one knows this better 
than Ela herself. 

She has a tremendous capac- 
ity to learn and to translate a 
wide variety of concepts and 
ideas into action." 

What fascinates me about Ela 
ben is also her capacity to have 
fun, to be joyous, to sing with 
power, to do the garba with 
zest and to infect others with 
her own spirit. 

Kamla Bhasin 



Not Hindus or Sikhs, 
but insaans— Amte 




Baba Amte has a word with Arun Shourie of The Times of India 
before departing for his latest tour of Punjab. Below — Jaswant 
Singh Dilawari, a close associate of Amte who has been with (he 
Baba all through his 'Knit India' journey. 

Baba Amte broke his Punjab 
stay to dash to Delhi when 
the communal violence 
broke out in the capital. "I 
went to salve my conscience 
and to offer to share the 
misery of the people" he 
says when asked if his mis- 
sion has been successful. 
There is tension, fear, sus- 
picion and division between 
the two communities. Each 
is immersed in its own hurt 
The Hindus genuinely feel 
hurt and will talk of their 
sorrows for hours at a time 
but they will never mention 
the hurt of the Sikhs. In 
their turn the Sikhs talk of 
their past hurts, of Opera- 
tion Bluestar and other 
things, but they are no 
longer conscious of the feel- 
ings of the Hindus. But in 
the villages there is no sup- 
port for Khalistan. These 
are the perceptions of Baba 
Amte and his group of 
workers. There are still 
islands of sanity where Sikhs 
and Hindus feel for one 
another and are together. 

Three Steps to Punjab Solution 

Gen. Aurora's Maiden Speech in Parliament 

Gazette News Service 




But there are few. "There is. 
perpetual Operation Blue- 
star" says Baba Amte "The 
hurt is so deep". What is 
neccessary is to think that h 
is not a Hindu or a Sikh who 
Is killed, but an insan. That 
is the only hope. "This is no 
longer a Punjab problem" 
he says "This is a national 
problem". He returns to 
Punjab, this time to Batala 
and Gurdaspur to continue 
his mission. • 



Delivering his maiden 
parliamentary speech 
on Wednesday 22 June, 
1986, Lt. Gen. Jagjit Singh 
Aurora (Akali Dal, Punjab) 
cautioned the members of 
the Rajya Sabha and the 
Government of India against 
seeking a police cum military 
solution of the Punjab prob- 
lem. While commending the 
recent successes of the Pun- 
jab police and security forces 
in controlling terrorist activi- 
ties, he pointed out that "the 
present peace is superficial 
and transitory." "Real peace 
can only come about by win- 
ning the battle of the mind, 



which cannot be done by 
suppressive measures alone," 
added Gen. Aurora. 

The general also warned that 
frequent recourse to army opera- 
tions of the kind carried out in 
June 1984 would not only create 
more terrorists but also cause 
permanent alienation of a min- 
ority community which has con- 
tributed more than its share in 
the defence of the country. 
There was also the danger of 
the fabric of well integrated 
institutions like the army, navy 
and air-force wilting under the 
strains and stresses of opera- 

Continued on page 13 
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BANDA: The Unwept and Unsung Sikh Hero 




After the death 
of the tenth 
Guru, Gobind 
Singh, the tor- 
ch for the fight 
against Mughal 
tyranny and 
for political 
freedom was passed on to 
Banda Singh Bahadur. Banda 
threw off the yoke of the 
Mughal rule and seized control 
of a major portion of Punjab 
between the rivers Jamuna and 
Ravi, that is from the neigh- 
bourhood of Lahore to the out- 
skints of Panipat. Besides, he 
carried out several punishing 
expeditions as far away as the 
Gangetic plain. The Sikh rule 
established by him did not last 
long. The Mughal rule over Pun- 
jab could not, however, be the 
same again. And, the Sikhs from 
mere armed rebels began not 
only to dream of political power, 
but also to assudiously work for 
it against all odds and in spite 
of all the savagery of the rulers. 
After nearly seven years of what 
may well be described as guer- 
illa warfare against the Mughals, 
Banda was starved to surrender 
to the imperial forces at Gurdas 
Nangal in Gurdaspur district by 
the imperial forces on December 
7. 1715, along with his 794 
comrades-in-arms. 

Mohammed Qasim, who fou- 
ght against Barrda, wrote in his 
/bra/ Namah: The brave and 
daring deeds of the infernal 
Sikhs were wonderful. Twice or 
thrice every day some forty or 
fifty of the black-faced Sikhs 
would come out of their enclo- 
sures to gather grass for their 
cattle, and when the combined 
forces of the imperial army 
would go to oppose them, they 
would decimate them with ar- 
rows, muskets and small swords 
and disappear. Such was the 
terror of the Sikhs ... that the 
commanders of the imperial 
army prayed that God might so 
ordain things that Banda should 
seek his safety in Bight from the 
Garhi (fortress!'. 

Surrender and Execution 

After his surrender Banda 
was put in chains, fetters, an 
iron cage and hauled on the 
back of a tall elephant for deliv- 
ering the prize catch' to the 
Mughal Emperor at Delhi. His 
companions, with ludicrous 
caps on their heads, tied in 
twos and threes, with their feet, 
waist and neck squarely chain- 
ed, were placed on bullock 
carts, camels, horses and asses. 

At Delhi, the prisoners were 
meted out the greatest ignom- 
iny and the most inhuman 
treatment. They answered all 
this by singing in chorus the 
hymns of the Holy uranth, 
according to C.R. Wilson, author 
of Early Annals of the English in 
Bengal. Mirza Muhammed Harsi, 
an eye witness describes the 
gory scene in Ibrat Namah: thus 
The Muslims could not contain 
themselves with joy. But those 
unfortunate fellows," who had 
been reduced to this misery, 
were thoroughly contented with 
their lot. Their faces bore not 
the slightest sign of dejection 
and humiliation. In fact, most of 
them . . . were busy singing. If 
anyone of the spectators re- 



By Satindra Singh 




marked: "Now, you will be 
killed", they replied: "Kill us. 
When were we afraid of death? 
Had we been afraid of it, how 
could we have fought so many 
battles against you?" ' 

Executives, which continued 
until the third week of June, 
began on March 5, 1716. The 
Sikhs were led in batches to 
Kotwali in Chandni Chowk and 
offered to embrace Islam to save 
their precious lives. None ac- 
cepted the offer. They met their 
death with utmost indifference, 
nay, they clamoured for priority 
of martyrdom. Each vied with 
the other to reach the execu- 
tioners block first, lovingly ad- 
dressing the executioner 
"Mukta", (Deliverer). 

"It is not", wrote two Eng- 
lishmen then in attendance at 
the Mughal Court, "a little 
remarkable with what patience 
they undergo their fate, and to 
the last it has not been found 
that one apostatised from his 
new-formed faith." (Quoted by 
Wheeler: Early Record of British 
India). Even Ghulam Hussain 
Khan, author of Siyar-ul- 
Mutakharian, who is otherwise 
an unabashed denigrator of the 
Sikhs, was constrained to con- 
cede ungrudgingly that these 
people not only behaved firmly 
during the execution but they 
would dispute and wrangle with 
each other for priority in 
execution". 

Banda was executed on June 
9, 1716 in close vicinity to the 
tomb of Khawaja Qutab-ud-Din 
Bakhtiar Kaki near Qutab Minar 
in Mehrauli. According to Syed 
Mohammed Latif, he was drag- 
ged from his cage, like a wild 
beast, and then dressed in a 
princely robe, embroidered with 
gold, and a scarlet turban. He 
was then arraigned before a 
tribunal who had already doom- 
ed him. The heads of his fol- 
lowers, who had been previous- 
ly executed, were paraded on 
pikes all round him. The execu- 
tioner, with drawn sabre, stood 
behind him, in readiness to 
carry out the sentence of his 
judges'. Banda endured his exe- 
cution stoic indifference, with- 
out betraying any sign of pain 
or grief. He did not wince or 
flinch even once. Throughout 
he displayed obstinate courage. 

The execution of Banda was 



followed by a reign of terror. 
According to George Forster, 
"pyramids were erected and 
covered with the heads of 
slaughtered Sikhs and il is men- 
tioned that Ahmed Shah Abdali 
caused the walls of those mos- 
ques, which the Sikhs had pol- 
luted, to be washed with their 
biood so that the contamination 
might be removed, and the 
irgoniiny offered to the religion 
of Mohammed be expiated' \A 
Journey from Bengal to England}. 

Not Anti-Muslim 

Contrary to common belief, 
Banda was not at all an anti- 
Muslim crusader. He had pub- 
licly announced that he was not 
opposed to the Muslims. For 
any Muslim who approached 
him, Banda fixed a dailv allo- 



Banda the Radical 

During his short-lived ascen- 
dancy, Banda abolished the 
jagirdari system i landlordism! in 
Punjab and introduced peasant 
proprietorship instead. Low 
caste Hindus in thousands, there- 
fore, not only flocked under 
Banda s. banner, but also joined 
the Khalsa fraternity because 
they finally concluded that only 
the Sikhs were valiantly fighting 
against Mughal opporessors and 
Afghan marauders and only 
Sikhism could liberate them 
from the Brahmanic social tran- 
nv and religious ritualism. 

This radical change in agrar- 
ian relationship became the 
bedrock of future prosperity 
and the distinct personality of 
the Punjabis, particularly the 




wance and wages, and looked 
after him. According to Akhbar- 
e-Dubrar-e-Mualla, (Jaipur), he 
even permitted Muslims give 
Azan iprayer-calli and offer 
Namaz i prayer). They were also 
free to follow their religion and 
its practices. 

Banda did not deviate from 
his policy of religious tolerance 
even after the Mughal emperor, 
Bahadur Shah, issued his nefar- 
ious Unman (edictl on December 
10, 1710, directing state func- 
tionaries as well as the general 
populace, to kill the disciples of 
Nanak (Sikhs) where they are 
found. \Nanak Prastan ra har ja 
ka bayaand beh maqtal rasa- 
nandY. Banda's fight was only 
against the tyranny of the Mug- 
hals, who happened to be Mus- 
lims. The result was that nearly 
5,000 Muslims rallied round his 
flag. He built a mosque for them 
at Kalanaur in Gurdaspur dis- 
trict in 1711, 



Sikhs, in course of time. The 
immediate result of Banda's 
economic policy and defiance 
was a revolutionary change in 
the moribund Hindu society. 
On the strength of contempor- 
ary evidence, Willian Irvine wri- 
tes: In all the parganas (dis- 
tricts) occupied by the Sikhs, 
the reversal of previous customs 
was striking and complete. A 
low scavenger or leather-dresser, 
the lowest of the low in Indian 
estimation, had only to leave his 
house and join the Guru (mean- 
ing Banda), and in a short space 
of time he would return to his 
birthplace as its ruler, with his 
order of appointment in his 
hand. As soon as he set foot 
within the boundaries, the well- 
born and wealthy went out to 
greet him and escort him home. 
Arrived there, they stood before 
him with folded palms, awaiting 
orders .... Not a soul dared to 
disobey and order, and men, 



who had often risked them- 
selves in the battlefields, became 
so cowed that they were afraid 
even to remonstrate". 

Although Banda failed to esta- 
blish the Khalsa Raj, he cer- 
tainly succeeded in giving the 
Sikhs a foretaste of political 
power which they continue to 
cherish and fight for until today. 
For instance, from' the execu- 
tion of Banda lo the founding of 
the Sikh kingdom by Ranjit 
Singh some 83 years later in 
1799, nearly 200,000 Sikhs, ac- 
cording to Dr Hari Ram Gupta, 
a devout Arya Samajist but a 
respected historian of the Sikhs, 
laid down their lives in their 
struggle for physical survival 
and political power. 

It is, therefore, surprising 
that in spite of the signal ser- 
vices rendered by Banda to 
the Khalsa fraternity, he is 
seldom, if ever, remembered 
by the Sikhs today. It is 
Banda, who struck the first 
Sikh coin, a time-honoured 
symbol of royalty. The ins- 
cription on it read: 

By the Grace of God and 
the sword of victory. 

As ordained by Nanak and 
Guru Gobind Singh, it was again 
Banda, who partially and fleet- 
inglv realised, Guru Gobind 
Singh s injunction that seizure 
of political power was impera- 
tive for the preservation and 
propagation of one's religion. 
Moreover, it was largely, if not 
exclusively, due to Banda s open 
and often successful defiance of 
the political tyranny of the 
Mughals and brahmanical ini- 
quitious social order that about 
100,000 members of the deprived 
classes joined the Khalsa frater- 
nity at a time when such an act 
was tantamount to signing one's 
own death warrant. 

What a shame that not even 
one Sikh in 10,000 living in 
Delhi will be able to tell you 
die site of Banda's execution 
and none dare observe his 
martyrdom anniversary. If 
one goes by die contempor- 
ary historical records, one is 
constrained to conclude that 
the Sikhs in general have 
been grossly unfair and basi- 
caly ungrateful to this great, if 
not the greatest Sikh hero. 

Unfortunate Victim 

Even a cursory perusal of the 
contemporary records reveals 
that Banda had been the unfor- 
tunate victim of the machina- 
tions of the Mughal Emperor, 
Farrukh Siyar. To tame some- 
how the wild' Sikhs under 
Banda, he not only declared an 
all-out war of extermination 
against them in general, but 
also put undue pressure on 
Mata Sundari, widow of Guru 
Gobind Singh, who was living 
on the outskirts of Delhi ever 
since her husband left for the 
south to have a heart-to-heart 
talk with then reigning Mughal 
Emperor, Bahadur Shah. 

This basically a political house- 
wife was persuaded to write to 
Banda directing him to give up 
his rebellious ways, secure a 
Jagir for himself and to get the 
Sikh soldiers recruited in the 
Mughal army. On receiving a 
communication, Banda replied 
Continued on page 13 col 4 
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The Good Earth 




Indian Rainforests on the Brink 



Sadanand Menon 



The present generation 
has to decide whether, 
after some four billion 
years of existence, the earth 
will have any more existence 
at all. For, the precious and 
primary resources base for 
all life on earth, the rainfor- 
ests, are being irretreivably 
depleted at the rate of eleven 
million hectares annually, ac- 
cording to John Seed of the 
Rainforest Information Cen- 
tre, Lismore, Australia, who 
was in India recently meeting 
ecologists and environmental 
activists here to discuss stra- 
tegies to take up rainforests 
as the most important con- 
servation priority of the day. 

The urgency is great, says 
Seed, as the future evolution of 
the world depends upon the 
survival of this crucial genetic 
base, this womb of life . lead- 
ing ecologists have predicted 
thai in less than one human life- 
time rainforests on earth may he 
completely annihilated. 

Concerned people are just 
waking up to the devastating 
consequences of such an even- 
tuality since the rainforest eco- 
system sustains over half the 
world's ten million species of 
generic material. The Interna- 
tional Union for Conservation of 
Nature, in its World Nature Pro- 
tection Congress in Bali in 1982, 
gave a call that rainforests he 
treated as the ultimate conserva- 
tion priority for the world today. 




John Seed of the Rainforest 
Information Centre, Australia. 

The Director General of the 
United Nations Environment Pro- 
gramme. Dr. Mustafa Tolba, in 
his introduction to the World 
Conservation Strategy, where he 
discusses the large-scale des- 
truction of species and habitat 
and decries the distinction of 
genetic materia] as the destruc- 
tion of complex information 
accumulated over a time-span of 
millions of years, warns that 
unless there is an immediate 
end to such destruction and 
reversal of priorities, we face, by 
the turn of the century, an 
environmental catastrophe as 
complete and irreversible as a 
nuclear holocaust". 

NEWSHOUND 




Forests in Tamil Nadu — on their last legs. 



Human — Rainforest 
Connection 

It was only five million years 
ago that humans came down 
from their original homes in the 
rainforest trees. They are just 
one of the millions of species 
the rainforests bear and sustain. 
But today humans are in a posi- 
tion to destroy the cuase of their 
own evolution. It would be 
unfortunate if we contribute to 
the destruction of the ability of 
the planet to renew itself says 
Seed. While the living conditions 
of the people are of great conse- 
quence, it should not be posed 
as being separate from the unity 
of the bio-mass. If we lose the 
human part of us. we lose fivp 
million years, but its retreivable. 
But if the bio-mass is lost, it is 
irretreivable ", he says. 

It is certainly possible to 
ameliorate the crisis we are in 
the midst of, feels Seed, by 
actions through which mass 
consciousness can be generated 
and by reducing needs and 
sharing resources. Humans are 
like a leaf on a very old tree. To 
preserve the leaf one can't cut 
the tree in the hope of short- 
term benefits for the leaf. That's 
just incorrect understanding", 
he says. 

Destruction in Kerala 

In India, the core areas of 
rainforests which are large 
enough to maintain sell-sustain- 
ing systems — the only viable 
relics of the once mighty jungles 
— exist in the Western Ghats, 
Assam, Arunachal Pradesh and 
the Andaman and Nicobar 
Islands. But the pressure on 
these areas from logging, dams, 
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oil palm plantations, fire, etc., is 
such that in five years it would 
be too late to save the situation. 

"I'm not trying to create hys- 
teria '. says Seed, but of all the 
places I've been to. Kerala seems 
to me the most vulnerable today. 
Dr. Satish Chandrah Nair in Tri- 
vandrum has excellent material 
on this. If it can' I make this 
Government sit up, nothing can. 
There has been tremendous fel- 
ling of the natural rainforests, 
fragmenting them into tiny poc- 
kets and leading to simplifica- 
tion of the system. Once the 
rainforest breaks down, it leads 
to lot of unintentional destruc- 
tion grass grows in its periphery: 
fire burns grass and leaves the 
surface bare; monsoons come 
and wash away the exposed top 
soil. Hard crystalline rock is all 
that remains. Tens of millions of 
years of a process i>i soil forma- 
tion is squandered. And, ironi- 
cally, human beings are singu- 
larly incapable of making soil'. 

India On the Brink 

Seed categorises India as 
being right on the brink. Three- 
quarters of a ton of top soil for 
every person in India is washed 
to the sea annually By the year 
2,000, there will be half as much 
top soil left for each person as in 
1985. Ethiopia will then be seen 
as just a minor incident ". 

Seed perceives the Indian 
environmental situation as being 
in a mess created by distorted 
developmental goals. The Green 
Revolution was just a hoax and 
a lie. Huge irrigation projects and 
unrestrained use of high yield- 
ing varieties created a bit of 
wealth by flooding the lands of 
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poor faimers who in turn, went 
to the cities to swell the slums. 
Its just a method of creating a 
middle class at I he expense of 
tribals and poor peasants , he 
says. 

No more energy can be put 
into this kind of thing, he says. 
We have to convince people to 
relinquish hopes of this so 
called good life of consumption 
of electricity and commodities. 
Life has existed for so long with- 
out electricity. Its only a recent 
fancy and now we expend it on 
mundane things like brushing 
teeth Development has to be on 



John Seed and Green- 
peace 

Besides working with the 
Rainforest Information Centre, 
John Seed is collaborating with 
other Australian bodies like the 
Rainforest Conservation Society, 
the Tropical Rainforest Society 
and the Australian Conservation 
Foundation. He has been part of 
several resistance actions 
against the mass destruction of 
rainforests in Australia. He is 
also associated with the 
dynamic ecology group Green- 
peace' 

Seed feels the Greenpeace 
kind of spirit of activism and 
commitment has to manifest 
itself more widely. Their suc- 
cesses in stopping atmospheric 
nuclear testing, underground 
nuclear testing and killing of 
whales and seals have created a 
vast constituency for them today- 
wit h over 1.5 million members 
across Nroth America, Europe 
and Australia. They are the only 
thing we can see that is dou- 
bling quicker than the destruc- 
tion . Seed says. 

While the actions of most 
of these resistance groups are 
inspired by the principles of 
Gandhian non-violence and 
Gandhian methodology, Seed 
says he feels sorry to see 
"official Gandhian groups in 
India remaining paralysed 
and not doing anything. They 
should either act, or leave the 
stage". 

He gives I he example of the 
Malaysian group Friends of the 




The once lush rainforests of Kerala. 



biosphere-based principles, To 
save the core rainforest areas a 
lot of energy has to be put into 
developing buffer areas and. in 
all this, there must be minimum 
interference with the lives of 
people. For this, the problem of 
food, fodder and firewood 
should be tackled first . Only an 
unprecedented revolution in 
consciousness can rescue us 
now, 



Earth' which along with some 
British groups, is carrying on a 
novel campaign against the sale 
of certain varieties of Malaysian 
wood by the British timber 
industry. They campaign to con- 
vince shopkeepers not to stock 
certain articles. They have also 
successfully organised the block- 
ade of ships landing tropical 
timber at major ports like Bris- 
bane, Sydney and San Fransisco. 
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You do not have 
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Implicating Organisations of the 
Rural Poor in False Cases 



NFS — India 



In various parts of the country, there have 
emerged organisations which are in the forefront 
of struggles against deprivation and injustice. By 
and large these organisations have taken to a 
non-violent path of struggle, though at times there 
have been reports of limited acts of violence 
against individuals. Violence in such cases has 
usually been directed against individuals notor- 
ious for their acts of exploitation and repression 
of the poor. 

Yet from time to time, sympathisers of these 
organisations of the rural poor have been con- 
fused by reports of acts of uidiscriminate violence 
in which members of these organisations are 
alleged to have been involved. To what extent are 
these reports true? An attempt is made to answer 
this question here by examining a specific inci- 
dent of this kind on the basis of a visit to the 
scene of such an incident. 



Bharatpur village is located 
under Dulhaniva Bazar 
Police Station in Patna 
district of Bihar. There are 
abou I 400 families in this village 
of whom about nearly 100 own 
land, and the remaining are 
more or less landless. Non- 
payment of legally fixed min- 
imum wages and the legally 
fixed dues of share-croppers 
arid illegal occupation of com- 
munity land by a few 'well con- 
nected villagers are the main 
grievances of the deprived sec- 
tion of this village. 

The landowning families 
have problems due to poor 
supply of canal water. Lack of 
rural employment works near 
the village to provide relief to 
the poor is another grievance. 
While most of the poorest fami- 
lies belong to scheduled castes, 
several other castes are also 
represented among the poor 
and landless famlies. 

On the whole Bharatpur is a 
village where poverty and exploi- 
tation^are widespread. There is 
obviously a need to organise the 
poor against exploitation with 
in the village as there is for 
more employment and general 
improvement of conditions in 
the village. An organisation 
called Kisan Sabha affiliated to 
the Indian Peoples Front (IPFi 
has been active here for some 
time. It has managed to achieve 
a few specific gains such as an 
increase in wage for a particular 
type of work. It has also enabled 
the poor to be less submissive 
to injustices hurled on them 
The Kisan Sabha has also been 
active in neighbouring villages 
and on the whole has been 
forcing a shift in the balance of 
power between the haves and 
have-nots in favour of the latter. 
It has emerged as a challenge to 
those who have wielded eco- 
nomic and political power in 
the region so far. 

In the month of April this 
year three youths of this village: 
Devi Dayal Yadav, Naresh Yadav 
and Mahadev Yadav were mur- 
dered. This murder came as a 
big surprise to most of the vil- 
lagers as they were widely per- 
ceived to be peace-loving and 
not involved in any serious 
quarrel or faction fight. Another 
surprise for most villagers was 



the subsequent arrest of three 
activists of the Kisan Sabha on 
the charge of having been in- 
volved in this crime: Mahajan 
Mochi, Muhammad Riyaz and 
Kedar Paswan. 

Sitaram Yadav, the aged 
father of Naresh Yadav, tears 
flowing down his eyes, told this 
reporter that he did not tell the 
police anything against these 
three Kisan Sabha activists on 
the basis of which they could 
have been implicated in his 
son's murder. However, one rel- 
ative, Rajendra Yadav said that 
he had had on with altercation 
with a group lo which the three 
suspects, belonged, and ex- 
pressed a suspicion that the 
three youths could have been 
murdered as a revenge for this. 
However, it was also said by 
people present during this con- 
versation that one of the 
accused was a good friend ol 
one of the murdered men. 
Enquiries regarding the nature 
of the dispute which Rajendra 
Yadav had talked about revealed 
that it was certainly not of such 
a serious nature as to lead to a 
murder of three people. More- 
over, the murdered youths were 
not themselves involved in the 
matter. If someone was really so 
desperate to take revenge, then 
why would he kill three unin- 
volved innocent people who 
happened to be of the same 
caste as the murders real adver- 
sary 9 Further conversation with 
Rajendra Yadav revealed that 
apart from this specific allega- 
tion he was also willing to 
inflict several other charges on 
the other group whom he des- 
cribed as 'Naxalites'. His bias 
against this group was all too 
evident. 

When 1 talked to the father 
of Muhammud Riyaz, one of the 
accused, he said that the entire 
village knew that there was no 
enimity between the accused 
and the murdered people. He 
said that even the family 
members of the murdered men 
believed his son to be innocent 
and instead they suspected 
some other people of Kharmai 
village. He added that his son 
had no previous police record 
against him, and his arrest had 
come as a big surprice to all 
those who knew him. He 



believed firmly that his son was 
taken in for his activities relat- 
ing to organising the poor 
against injustice and opp- 
ression. 

In the case of Mochi, another 
accused, when the Kisan Sabha 
activist for whom the police 
were searching could not be 
found on the day they came to 
the village, they arrested his 
father instead. This was 
obviously to exert pressure on 
the son to give up his activities. 
The wife of the arrested man 
told me that he was beaten up 
badly both in the village and in 
the police station. 

Looking at the relationships 
existing in the village and the 
larger context of the work of the 
Kisan Sabha in this region, 1 
returned from this village with 
the strong impression that the 
arrested activists of the Kisan 
Sabha could not have been 
behind this murder. Their organi- 
sation could have gained 
nothing from such an act, on 
the contrary the Sabha's credi- 
bility would have suffered. 

What seems more likely is 
that once the murders took 
place, some vested interests 
conspired to involve these acti- 
vists in the murder, this achiev- 
ing two objectives in the 
process-firstly securing the 
arrest of men who were a 
source of strength for the Kisan 
Sabha, and secondly driving a 
wedge between the Kisan Sabha 
and the Yadav Community by 
spreading the suspicion that 
Sabha activists had murdered 
Yadav youths. The murders 
might even have been planned 
by certain vested interests with 
this purpose in mind. Unfortu- 
nately, given the past record of 
the police of this area in collud- 
ing with oppressor elements 
against activists trying to orga- 
nise the poor, police frame-ups 
of this kind are not unlikely. 

Back in Patna, a local jour- 
nalist told this reporter how a 
news-item was recently planted' 
in important newspapers accus- 
ing certain officers of having 
'Naxalite' links. This was a warn- 
ing to the officers to stop show- 
ing any sympathy for organisa- 
tions of the poor, or a prelude 
to a witch-hunt of those who 
had such sympathies. 

Another plant' he menti- 
oned was an entirely imaginery 
story of a clash between two 
organisations of the rural poor. 
Such rumours could later be 
used as justification for police 
action against these organisa- 
tions by stating that as they 
were fighting each other, the 
police had to intervene to keep 
peace. 

Clearly, then, allegations of 
indiscriminate violence on the 
part of organisations of the 
rural poor need to be tho- 
roughly probed before they can 
be believed. Wp should be aware 
of the powerful vested interest 
who want to give these organi- 
sations a bad name in order to 
justify attacks on them. In this 
context there is also an obvious 
need for citizens concerned 
with democratic values to probe 
such allegations and bring their 
findings to public notice. • 



Banda: 

The Sikh Hero. . . 
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that, he had no faith in the 
promises of the Mughal em- 
peror. There upon, Mala Sun- 
dari and Mata Sahib Dewan. 
another widow of Gum Gobind 
Singh s were imprisoned by Far- 
rukh Sivar in the certain belief 
that the Sikhs would readily 
submit lo save the honour of 
these venerable ladies. 

FarTukh Siyars calculation 
proved correct. Mala Sundari 
again wrote to Banda to submit. 
When, in his reply, he advised 
her and Mata Sahib Dewan to 
endure all the hardships and 
that his submission would mean 
annihilation of the Khalsa and 
failure of the mission entrusted 
to him by Guru Gobind Singh 
himself, Mata Sundari issued a 
Inikamnamah ibulli excommun- 
icating him from the Sikh fold 
She had obviously succumbed 
either to the Mughal Emperors 
pressure or persuasion. 

On receipt of the hukamna- 
hah. half of Bandas 15.000 
comrades-in-arms deserted him. 
The plight of the beseiged be- 
came desperate for another rea- 
son. They were left with neither 
food nor fodder. They had to 
slaughter oxen and other anim- 
als and eat the meat raw for 
quite some time. When even 
these supplies' got exhausted, 
they began to eat grass and tree 
leaves. "When these, too, were 
consumed." writes William 
Irvine, they stripped the bark, 
and broke off the small shoots, 
dried them, ground them down 
and used them instead of flour, 
Ihus keeping body and soul 
logelher. They also collected 
Ihe bones of animals and used 
them in the same way. Some 
assert that they saw a few Sikhs 
cut flesh from their own things. 
roast it and eat it! 

Time for Atonement 

In spite of all this.' writes 
Kamwar Khan in his Tazkirat- 
us-Slatin, the infernal Sikh chief 
and his men withstood all the 
military force that the Great 
Mughal Empire could muster 
against them for eight long 
months. Reduced to mere ske- 
letons, with no strength left 
even to pick up their weapons, 
much less to use these, Banda, 
along with his 794 comrades 
surrendered on December 7, 
1715. But it must never be for- 
gotten that they surrendered 
more due to the pangs of 
hunger and thirst than lack of 
faith in their religious beliefs or 
their political mission. 

It is time the Sikhs atoned for 
their neglect of Banda. For, if 
Gurus, Hargobind and Gobind 
Singh transformed a pacifist 
sect into a militant one, he not 
only partially realised their 
dream of political sovereignty 
for the Khalsa, but also etched 
this idea on the Sikh psyche in 
indelible ink. A critical and 
unprejudiced examination of 
the contemporary records and 
events leading to Bandas ex- 
communication and execution 
will certainly expose the utter 
unreliability of oral history and 
bardic ballads and pave the way 
lor Bandas inclusion in the gal- 
axy of immortal Sikh heroes. • 



"From the author's forthcoming 
book : The Sikhs: Crisis of 
Identity- 
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tions like the ones conducted in 
Punjab. 

Three Steps 

Gen. Aurora then went on to 
suggest three steps to win the 
battle for the minds of the peo- 
ple. The first related to the 
November 1984 carnage of Sikhs. 
He observed "it is surprising 
that the government could not 
find anybody who caused this 
havoc." He reminded the author- 
ities, "you have not yet pun- 
ished even a single individual," 
and wondered what moral right 
did the Central Government 
have to talk about punishing 
others when it could not take 
action against law-breakers even 
in the nation's capital. 

Punish the Guilty 

The first action to create the 
right atmosphere for a settle- 
ment in Punjab would be get 
hold of those who were guilty 
for the November 1984 carnage 
and punish them. 

Use Compassion 

The second step to creating 
the right atmosphere in Punjab, 
according to Gen. Aurora, would 
be to take note of what the 
Chief of the Army Staff, Gen. 
Sundarji had said on assuming 
command on February 1. He 
had stated categorically that 
Sikhs were by nature not anti- 
national, that the desertions 
were of a small number and the 
events which followed Opera- 
tion Bluestar (in sections of the 
Sikhs Regiment) were primarily 
the result of failure of command 
by senior officers and head- 
quarters. In view of Gen. Sun- 
darji's remarks, Gen. Aurora 
said, "Today if you use your 
compassion and set those peo- 
ple free and reduce the senten- 
ces on others and inform their 
parents, it will cause a tre- 
mendous wave of peace in Pun- 
jab. 1 can assure you on this. 
There is no doubt in my mind 
about it." 



Set Innocents Free 

The third step recommended 
by the General concerned the 
365-375 Sikh detenus rotting in 
Jo •hpur jail. He pointed out 
that 'it is well known that the 
majority of these people are 
innocent." The General added, 
"If they are guilty, for god's sake 
punish them." He felt the govern- 
ment should have by now been 
able to work out the cases of 
those it felt were guilty of var- 
ious charges. But he wanted 
their trial to take place in an 
open court. Holding the dete- 
nus under special black laws 
would only create further sus- 
picion and erode faith in the 
sincerity and credibility of the 
Government. 

Gen. Aurora felt that imple- 
mentation of the Accord, 
coupled with clear-cut action by 
the Centre on these three cru- 
cial matters, would slowly and 
steadily isolate the terrorists. It 
was up to the Centre to satisfy 
the people that it meant busi- 
ness, that it was honest and 
was going to do them justice. • 
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the "vicious attack" on the 

rathyatra processionists. 

The Violent Bandh. 

July 14 : While the bandh 
was total and "successful" as far 
as the Hindu Suraksha Samiti 
was concerned, for the Muslim 
residents of the working class 
neighbourhood of Meghani- 
nagar, it proved to be one of the 



security, and an AICC team to 
the city on a fact-6nding mis- 
sion. Violence had by now 
spread to the western bank of 
the Sabarmati, a largely middle 
class area. Here again it was 
Muslim shops and establish- 
ments that were targetted for 
attack. And all this despite the 
fact that 54 companies of SRP, 
CRP, BSF and Home Guards 



procession proceeded smoothly 
"till it reached Kadia Naka Pole 
on Jordan Road where sud- 
denly a barrage of stones came 
pouring down on the proces- 
sionists from a nearby rooftop. 
That signalled the beginning of 
the free-for-all and soon the dis- 
turbances flared up". 

What he tailed to mention 
was that throughout proces- 
sionists persisted in chanting 
"Jai Jagtmnath'. Mia Chor and 
Jai Maklian Chor! Mia ne pheki 
do!" (Throw the Muslims out). 



Sikhs less than two years ago 
in Delhi and elsewhere. 

On visiting refugee camps, 
Muslims repeatedly stressed 
how they were at the receiving 
end of both ferocious mobs and 
the communalised police force. 
Thousands of Muslims who 
have barely recovered from last 
year's violence imany suffered 
in the 1969 violence tool were 
once again refugees in the same 
camps. One embittered man in 
the Aman Chowk refugee camp 
suggested that we request the 




blackest days ever. In a govern- 
ment housing colony mobs sur- 
rounded and threatened Mus- 
lim families in the presence of 
police points. The housing col- 
ony is about 200 metres from 
the Meghaninagar Police chowki. 
The police claim that faced by 
the mob one resident Gred his 
private, licensed revolver. The 
mob then rushed into the block, 
stabbed six members of a fam- 
ily, including an old woman 
and a child and set them alight. 
Some have disputed the 
sequence of events, but what 
is undisputed is the role of 
the police who were virtually 
bystanders during these hor- 
rendous events. 

In addition to these senseless 
murders, several Muslim shops, 
homes and other establish- 
ments were looted and des- 
troyed, by arsonists. The popu- 
lar Decent Restaurant and Ellis 
Hotel, both owned by a Muslim, 
were ransacked and burned in 
spile of the Ellis Bridge police 
station being just across the 
road. Simultaneously violence 
spread to Baroda and Broach 
and reinforcements of the SRP 
were flown in from Delhi. 

July 15 : There was abso- 
lutely no sign of any decrease 
in the violence. On the con- 
trary two Muslim visitors to 
the Civil Hospital in Meghani- 
nagar were thrown from the 
second floor of a ward and 
then burnt alive. The pretext 
for this barbarous act was 
that they had stabbed some- 
one in the ward, a story 
which several Gujarati news- 
papers expressed as a vicious 
rumour without foundation. 

New Delhi Takes Note 
July 16 : With the death toll 
in the state up to 74 the Centre 
sent Sri. P. Chidambaram, Union 
Minister of State for personnel, 
public grievances and pensions, 
currently looking after internal 



took positions all over the city. 

July 17 : A wild rumour 
whipped across both banks of 
the Sabarmati bringing new anx- 
ieties. Police sub-inspector B.K. 
Sharma, who was stabbed (in 
the day of the bandh was- 
reported to have succumbed to 
injuries. Consequently it was 
feared that police in the city 
were to go on strike at 5 p.m. 
Although this rumour was 
quickly dispelled by radio and 
TV reports. It did nothing to 
stop the killings and arson in 
the city. 

July 18 : Now, a full week 
after the rathyatra, relative peace 
prevailed. First reports came 
trickling in from relief camps. 

July 19 : There were still 
some isolated cases of arson 
and one fatal stabbing in the 
Mirazpur area when curfew was 
lifted for a few hours. 

July 20 : The city is free of 
violence but still extremely 
tense. Curfew is being lifted 
slowly but many fear for their 
lives once police points are 
withdrawn. The city is limping 
back to its normal, bustling self 
but the shock, the grief, the anx- 
iety remain. 

Piecing together various 
versions of last week's hor- 
rendous events several unset- 
ding and indeed ominous 
facts emerge. And important 
questions pose themselves. 
Why did the police fail to con- 
trol the situation, despite the 
Chief Minister's reassurances 
of "full police bandobast"? 
How did the poison spread so 
rapidly? 

We shall almost certainly 
never know who threw the 6rst 
stone. Most Hindus in the city 
are of the view that "those peo- 
ple" started the attack. They are 
supported by the city Police 
Commissioner, B.K. Jha, who 
was quoted in the Times of 
India as having stated that the 



In addition several eyewit- 
nesses in the rathyatra have 
confirmed tli.il some trucks in 
the procrwion were full of 
bricks and stones. Other partic- 
ipants have repeatedly asserted 
that there appeared to be prep- 
arations for war on both sides 
and thai there was also private 
firing. But events moved so fast 
thai it was impossible to deter- 
mine who started what. 

A Communalized Police Force 

Advance preparations on both 
sides are an undeniable fact. 
Secondly, the role of the police 
on that evening and on the 
days that followed has been 
blatantly communal and openly 
partisan. As events in Meghani- 
nagar, Raipur, Bapunagar and 
elsewhere have proved several 
murders were committed in full 
view of the police. It is an open 
secret that where I hey did not 
collaborate with Hindu mobs, 
the police merely looked the 
other way or claimed that they 
were outnumbered by the mobs 
It is true that in some areas. 
reinforcements weiv. slow in 
coming and consequently 
policemen had to work long 
and stressful hours. But in light 
of the fact thai Ihey iw>rc armed 
and further, that the state fully 
expected some trouble, their 
explanations are only pathetic 
excuses 

Target — The Muslims 

Another disturbing fact is 
that early assessments of loss 
of life and destruction of 
property has revealed that 
overwhelmingly, and much 
more so than in last year's 
violence, Muslims have suf- 
fered very badly. The way 
Muslims, and their homes 
and establishments have been 
singled out for attack and the 
barbarism involved in the kil- 
lings is chillingly reminiscent 
of the brutality faced by the 



Destruction in the face of the police 



government to build permanent 
refugee camps. 

"Tell them to build a proper 
cement platform and rooBng 
so we won't have to face the 
wind and the rain. Since we 
are always coming here and 
will have to keep coming in 
the future, why not make 
some permanent structures?' 
he asked sarcastically. Women 
in the camps wept and clung 
to them when volunteer workers 



who have been working with 
them were finally able to 
come and ask about their 
welfare. "Where is this 'ekta' 
you have been talking about 
to us?" they asked. "This is 
no longer our country; this is 
your country. But where are 
we to go?" 

There are a total of six refu- 
gee camps, five Muslim, one 
Hindu, with an estimated 11000 
refugees housed and fed with 
both government and private 
assistance. Approximately 200 of 
these are Hindus in the Dhalni 
Pole compound. 

Role of the Media 

In searching out possible rea- 
sons for the rapid spread of vio- 
lence, the role of the media, 
particularly the Gujarati press, 
cannot be ignored. The latter- 
have a well-established reputa- 
tion of being blatantly anti-Dalit 
and anti-Muslim. Interestingly 
however, this time their repor- 
tage was much improved, bar- 
ring one unfortunate episode 
involving the daily Sambhav 
This carried a story about Ahsan 
Jaffry, a respected, progressive 
Muslim leader and ex-MP, which 
falsely alleged that Jaffrey had 
fired at a mob although from 
where and whom this informa- 
tion came no one knows. The 
next day Sambhav carried an 
apology to Jaffrey. But the dam- 
age to the reputation of a sin- 
cere and secular man had been 
done. The English language 
press, though more subtle, also 
carried some biased reporting. 
On July 10, the day after the 
rathyatra, the Times of India in 
its front page story claimed that 
the violence erupted after pro- 
cessionists were stoned. The fol- 
lowing day they did mention 
that "provocative slogans' had 
been chanted. As mentioned 
earlier it was virtually impossi- 
ble to establish the sequence of 
events in the packed and 
charged armosphere of the 
rathyatra, so it was decidedly 
unethical to print such a story. • 



Meghaninagar, where furniture and personal belongings as well as people 
were thrown out and set on fire. 
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crowd asked why he was 
leaving for Punjab so soon. 
"He should stay on because 
there would be more deaths 
here." As we left a woman 
remarked bitterly "Hinduan- 
tha Raj hai aur Sikh mojhan 
karthe han." It was at this 
Mandir, almost a month ear- 
lier, when Baba Amte and his 
group visited the migrants, 
that they found hatred and 
militancy which shocked them 
by its intensity. 

In Tilak Nagar's Singh Sabha 
Gurudwara the burned Guru 
Granth Sahib has been replaced 
and fresh carpets laid on the 
floor. But the shattered remains 
of the crystal chandelier are 
mute witness to the mob vio- 
lence. The burned Takhat and 
carpets lie in an adjoining 
room. Mohan Singh, the sevadar 
wounded by the mob, his head 



force all the night, but in the 
morning, inexplicably, they 
left 

When news of the mob ran- 
sacking the Gurudwara reached 
Tilak Vihar, the Sikhs gathered 
together to march to the Shrine. 
Nagrik Ekta Manch workers were 
told by widows from Tilak Vihar 
that at that time there was no 
problem between Sikhs and 
bastiwallas. They had been dis- 
cussing how together they 
would keep out the Shiv Sena 
trouble makers, the widows said. 
On hearing of the violence, 
frightened mothers from both 
the basti and the Sikh families 
went together to the school to 
fetch home their children. When 
news of a young Sikh boy hurt 
in the violence reached Tilak 
Vihar, the widows related, men 
from Tilak Vihar started towards 
the Gurudwara. By then the 



the Hindu migrants allowed to 
remain concentrated here? 
Before the violence the States- 
man had reported that the Shiv 
Sena activists were not allowing 
these families to move. When 
this was obvious, why was not 
the government aware of the 
potential danger in the situa- 
tion? When the Muktsar killings 
took place why were adequate 
police forces not immediately 
sent to this area? Why were 
additional security measures not 
carried out? Six weeks earlier a 
militant group had taken out a 
procession from the Mandir 
and burned an affigy of Mr Sur- 
jit Singh Bamala in public and 
ugly incidents had taken place. 
As soon as news of Muktsar was 
received, why did the police not 
make pre-emptive arrests of Shiv 
Sena activists? Why was an 
emotional 'siapa' allowed when 
earlier that day tension had 
already manifested itself and 
shops had closed down for fear 
of violence? 



The West Delhi 
Fall Out 




and arm bandaged, lay in the 
verandah with Arjun Singh, 
another young sevadar, also 
injured that day. The police 
were at the corner oi the street; 
there were about 200 of them, 
according to Mohan Singh. But 
they did nothing when the mob 
of about 2000 people attacked. 
Avatar Singh, another young 
sevadar, said he gave about 20 
policemen tea at 6. a.m. but 
they also disappeared when the 
mob came a couple of hours 
later. The mob ransacked the 
Gurudvira at will, burned the 
Gurudwara library next door 
and the shop in between. 
Opposite the Gurudwara is the 
gutted house of Kulwant Singh, 
principal of the Sukha Khalsa 
School in Fateh Nagar, and- his 
burned out Maruti car and 
scooter. The police never 
appeared in spite of the police 
station nearby 

Indisputable Facts 

!t is clear that once the vio- 
lence started in Tilak Vihar 
both Hindus and Sikhs were 
involved in a pitched battle. 
But these were not the Hin- 
dus of the rampaging mob, 
these were largely the Hari- 
jans of the basti in Tilak 
Vihar. Certain facts are indis- 
putable. The night of July 26- 
26, women of the Hindu 
migrant families performed 
'siapa' outside the Sanatan 
Dharam Mandir. An emotional 
situation was created, and a 
mob of people armed with 
trishuls, iron rods and lathis, 
converged on the Gurudwara. 
According to Punjab Kesri, 
the police were present in 



Curfew relaxation scene at Tilak Nagar 
police had come and tried to 
push them back. 

Then the stonethrowing star- 
ted between the two groups, to 
continue for two hours. No one 
knows who threw the first 
stone. One of the widows told 
the Nagrik Ekta Manch that 
when the fighting started "No 
one would listen. Even when 
the police fired teargas, they 
wouldnt stop" she said. Then 
the police shouted to die 
Sikhs to go inside from the 
balconies and roofs. The 
widow explained that they 
were afraid to do so because 
in 19S4 they had been told to 
go inside their homes and 
had been burned there. "Then 
the police fired", the weeping 
widow said. Two young Sikhs 
were killed. 

Several Important 
Questions Arise: 

For the last two months ten- 
sion had been building up in 
this area. With the emotionally 
wrought migrant families in the 
Sanatan Dharam Mandir clo- 
seted together with an active 
Shiv Sena operating there, 
almost next door to Sikh wid- 
ows and other victims of the 
November 1984 carnage, this 
was an ideal breeding place for 
communal tensions, waiting to 
be exploited by communal ele- 
ments. In addition there had 
been tension between the Hari- 
jan basti and the Sikhs because 
the Harijans resented the allot- 
ment of tenements (promised to 
them) to the widows. They also 
resented the rehabilitation pro- 
grammes for the widows. 

Why, in the first place, were 



The attitude of the police also 
raises many questions and there 
is widespread nervousness in 
the Sikh community all over the 
city that nothing has changed 
since 1984. Why did the police 
do nothing when the Gurud- 
wara was being ransacked along 
with other places belonging to 
Sikhs? Why did the police swing 
into action only when the Sikhs 
started going to the violence-hit 
area, and then only against the 
Sikhs? When the stonethrowing 
was in progress, why did the 
police fire only at the Tilak 
Vihar tenements, where the 
Sikhs were? There are bullet- 
marks on the tenements, none 
on the side of the Harijan basti. 
Nor was firing directed at the 
Harijan mobs. Why? 

The ACP of Tilak Nagar, Raghu- 
bir Singh is accused by the 
Sikhs of taking no action. In 
nearby Mukerjee Park, two Sikhs 
were killed by shots allegedly 
fired from the "mandi" across 
the road. When the police 
arrived after a long delay the 
bereaved families asked the ACP 
and his men to search the 
"mandi" for the killers. But the 
police refused to do so and the 
families quote the ACP as saying 
to them "You have a beard on 
your face, so you are a terrorist. 
I will not speak to you." Ragh- 
ubir Singh was stationed in the 
Sabzimandi Police station in 
November 1984 and has been 
named in several affidavits 
sworn before the Mishra Com- 
mission. Why was a man of his 
reputation posted in a trouble- 
prone area where the victims of 
November would be dependent 
on him for safety? • 



Baljit Malik 




IVacr March 1984. This time no one 
Politicians also march to sanity? 

Intervening in Parliament on 
Tuesday 29 June the Home 
Minister, S. Buta Singh 
offered congratulations to him- 
self and his colleagues for being 
on the spot where the stones 
were being pelted, shops were 
being burnt and swords were 
being wielded". "We were in the 
thick of this", he reminded the 
nation, referring to half a dozen 
ministers, including himself and 
H.K.L. Bhagat — (See Times of 
Irldia July 30). 

Inspite of the Home Minis- 
ter's valiant on the spot pres- 
ence, it seems the Delhi Police 
had other ideas. Between them, 
the Home Minister, the Delhi 
Administration and the police 
force were apparently taken 
unawares by the angry outburst 
against the Muktsar carnage. 
And unlike the brave Buta and 
Bhagat, atleast the cops posted 
at Tilak Nagar, deserted their 
positions and disappeared to 
safer places. This time the polit- 
ical dons who rule this country 
and city could legitimately claim 
to have restricted the backlash 
to a more acceptable level'. And 
in the process they also disco- 
vered a new way of achieving 
their ends: In order to control a 
mob, aim your fire at its (the 
mobs) intended victims, and 
the mob shall surely scatter and 
perform its deeds by fanning 
out elsewhere! (See report on 
page 1 for details). 

Yet, it must be conceded that 
the law enforcement agencies 
and their mentors have learn' 
their lessons well since 
November 1984. Not only was 
H.K.L. Bhagat "in (he thick of it" 
this time (to quote the Home 
Minister), he was also in the 
thick of it in Nov 1984. Only he 
was more successful this time 



marched in Tilak Nagar. Can our 



round. 

Thank you S. Buta Singh and 

Shri H.K.L. Bhagat! 

However, inspite of Buta and 
Bhagat the brave, the Delhi 
Administration and Police would 
do well to take note of the 
following:- 

— Can certain groups like the 
Hindu Manch and Shiv Sena 
be held responsible for the 
climate of violence in 
general and the outbreak of 
violence in West Delhi in 
particular? 

— Should there be as much of 
an alert against such organi- 
sations and their, leaders 
and their supporters within 
the ruling Congress-I and 
BJP - as there should be 
against terrorist elements in 
Punjab? Should the Police 
Commissioner follow Rebei- 
ro's practice in Punjab of 
taking stringent action, irres- 
pective of tremors in the 
cabinet? 

— Were the Hindu Manch and 
kindred organisations also 
behind the spill-over of the 
violence into the old city — 
a dangerous development? 

THE FORUM GAZETTE 
would also like to inform its 
readers and remind the Police 
Commissioner, it is reliably 
iearnt that during the 
November 1984 carnage, the 
police claims to have fired 
2033 rounds at 253 "->cations 
in the city. The total number 
of persons killed in the firing 
were 7, 2 being Sikhs. This 
time die police fired about 20 
rounds killing 3 sikhs. Hidden 
in these figures, it should be 
possible to detect a clue or 
two regarding the tactics and 
attitude of the capitals law 
and order experts. 9 
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The Punjab River Waters Dispute 



The water dispute over the Punjab rivers can have more 
serious repercussions than the problem of transfering 
Chandigarh to Punjab. The way the Centre is handling the 
river-waters dispute gives Punjab legitimate cause to blame 
the Central Government for discriminating against the state 
and showing undue favour to Haryana and Rajasthan. 

In terms of law only riparian states have a right to river 
waters. Punjab, the riparian state of the Ravi, Beas and Sutlej 
rivers has full and exlusive rights over the waters of these 
rivers, and no non-riparian state can claim a share of these 
waters as a mailer of right. Our constitution sanctifies the 
riparian principle by enshrining 'River Waters' in entry 17, 
List II of the 7th Schedule. 



Public appeals are being 
made to the Punjab Go- 
vernment to surrender 
states water rights in the na- 
tional interest. People have tor- 
gotten that once Rajasthan, a 
non-riparian state of the River 
Narmada, claimed a share in its 
waters, a claim contested by 
Madhya Pradesh, Gujarat and 
Maharashtra, the riparian states 
of the River Narmada. No one 
appealed to these states in the 
larger national or humanitarian 
interest asking them to sur- 
render their rights on the Nar- 
mada waters to help out the 
needy state of Rajasthan. Ins- 
tead the Narmada Water Dis- 
pute Tribunal was appointed 
and The Government of India 
vide Notification 10/1/69 W.D. 
dated 16.10.1969 referred the 
case to the. tribunal for adjudi- 
cation. The decision of this 
tribunal is very relevant to the 
issue under discussion. 

The Tribunal vide its judge- 
ment dated 23.2.1972 declared : 

The riparian states have legis- 
lative and executive jurisdic- 
tion under entry 17 of List-11 
read with Article 162 of the 
Constitution with regard to 
the use and control of waters 
of Narmada River for public 
purpose. It follows, therefore, 
that the riparian State of Guj- 
arat, Madhya Pradesh, Maha- 
rashtra, have a legal right to 
claim apportionment of Nar- 
mada Waters. Rajasthan has 
no such legislative or execu- 
tive jurisdiction over Narmada 
River Waters and has, there- 
fore, no legal claim for appor- 
tionment of the water of 
Narmada. It follows that Raj- 
asthan has no locus standi to 
make a complaint u/s 3 of the 
1956 Act ...." 

It was after a long struggle 
that the Shiromani Akali Dal 
forced the Central Government 
to supercede all its illegal deci- 
sions concerning the distribu- 
tion of the Punjab River waters 
among the states of Punjab, 
Rajasthan and Haryana. 

A three-member tribunal has 
been set up under clause 9(2) of 
the Rajiv Gandhi-Sant Harchand 
Singh Longowal agreement, to 
go into the dispute over the 
sharing of the Ravi and Beas 
waters among the states of Pun- 
jab, Haryana and Rajasthan. A 
six month deadline has been 
fixed for the tribunal to present 
its award. Clause 9.1 of the 
Accord signed by Prime Minis- 
ter and then Akali Dal President 
states "The farmers of Punjab, 



Haryana and Rajasthan will con- 
tinue to get water not less than 
what they were using from Ravi- 
Beas system as on July 1. 1985. 
Water used for consumptive 
purposes will also be unaf- 
fected. Quantum of usage claim- 
ed shall be verified by the trib- 
unal referred in 9.2 below." 

9.2 "The claims of Punjab and 
Haryana regarding the share in 
their remaining waters will be 
referred to adjudication to a 
tribunal to be presided over by 
a Supreme Court Judge. 

Apart from verifying the 
amount of water used on July 1, 
1985, the tribunal has to make a 
reassessment of the total re- 
quirement of water for each 
state taking into account ground 
water and the saving of water 
by lining and recycling of the 
sewage. 

Previous Agreements 
Superceded 

The 1981 agreement which 
superceded the water alloca- 
tions of 1955 and the notifica- 
tion of 1976 has now itself 
become void due to the 1985 
accord. In 1955, at the instance 
of Prime Minister Jawaharlal 
Nehru, the Irrigation Ministers 
of Punjab and Rajasthan and 
the Central Irrigation Minister 
met in Delhi because the claims 
of India and Pakistan regarding 
the rivers of Punjab had come 
up for discussion in the U.N. 
General Assembly. India's repre- 
sentative at the U.N. requested 
the Government to give him 
specific and maximum figures 
which he could use for present- 
ing India's case. 

The ministers apportioned the 
15.85 m.a.f. of water which was 
the average measured yearly 
flow of the Ravi and Beas. The 
states submitted their needs as 
follows: 

Erstwhile Punjab (area 
proposed to be irrigated 
falls in present Punjab) 5.95 MAF 
Rajasthan 10.86 

J &. K 0.36 " 

Pepsu 1.3 

The Government of India pro- 
posed the following allocation: 

Erstwhile Punjab 5.90 MAF 

Rajasthan 8.00 

J &, K 0.65 " 

Pepsu 1.30 " 

Total 15.85 

The division was recorded in 
minutes of the meeting. How- 
ever, no agreement was signed 
in the legal sense. 

Any non-riparian State may 
receive water through an agree- 
ment with a riparian state. 



.S. Dosanj, Shaminder Virk 

According lo the Constitution 
such an agreement must be in 
the name of the Governors of 
the State concerned or with the 
President of India if the Centre 
is involved. Moreover, the law of 
the land is that there is no 
agreement without a considera- 
tion. With regard to the 8 MAF 
given to Rajasthan, the State, 
being 200 kilometers away from 
the Ravi, was not a riparian 
state and, therefore, could not 
claim the Ravi water by right. 
Nor did Punjab receive any con- 
sideration for the 8 MAF, nor 
was the settlement signed by 
the Governors of the Punjab 
and Rajasthan as required under 
article 299 of the Constitution. 

Reorganisation Act of 1966 

The issue was further com- 
plicated with the Reorganisation 
Act -of 1966 which created Har- 
yana as a successor state with 
effect from 1st November, 1966. 
River waters as such were not 
identified as divisible assets un- 
der the Act, which inter alia 
provided for apportionment of 
rights and liabilities of The 
Bhakra and Beas projects under 
Section 7811) which reads: 

"All rights and liabilities of 
the existing State of Punjab in 
relation to Bhakra Nangal Pro- 
ject and Beas Project, shall on 
appointed day be the rights 
and liabilities of the successor 
States in such proportion as 
may be made. 

The Act does not refer to The 
river at all, only to the Bhakra 
Nangal and the Beas Projects. 
Although the Ravi is not menti- 
oned Haryana contends that the 
river is part of the Beas Project 
which actually, it is not. 

Haryana also claims a share 
in the Beas basin. Punjab holds 
that since Haryana falls neither 
within the catchment area of 
Beas nor the river's drainage 
areas, Haryana can, therefore, 
have Beas water only by agree- 
ment, not by right. According to 
the 1966 Act. Haryana may have 
a share only in the Beas and 
thai too "according to the pur- 
poses of the project." 

The "purposes of the project" 
are specific benefits wliich the 
project intended should accrue 
to specific canals/areas of erst- 
while Punjab on the basis of 
wlu'ch the project was mooted. 
On the basis of the Project 
Report Haryana's share was 
worked out as 0.90 m.a.f. in 
addition to 1.00 m.a.f. which it 
was already using as its share of 
the Sirhind Feeder contribution 
in the Bhakra Pool. 

Punjab Challenges 
1976 Order 

The surplus flow of the Beas 
waters amounts to 5.3 m.a.f, 
while that of the Ravi is 1.9 
m.a.f. This is the total 7.2. m.a.f. 
mentioned in the 1955 alloca- 
tion. In 1976, the Government of 
India issued an order under 
section 76 of the Reorganisation 
Act. This order apportioned not 
only the waters of the Beas Pro- 
ject Iwhich Punjab accepts that 
Haryana is legitimately entitled 
to) but also the waters of the 
Ravi (which Punjab denies Har- 
yana is entitled to). The division 
was 3.5 m.a.f. to Punjab 3.5 



m.a.f. to Haryana, 2 m.a.f. to 
Delhi. 

Punjab challenged this order 
in the Supreme Court in July, 
1979. The state wanted its rights 
over river waters judicially de- 
termined, and also held that 
section 78-80, under which the 
Centre had acted, was itself 
ultravires, i.e. river waters are 
State subject and the Central 
Government has no right to 
apportion them. Haryana ap- 
proached the court to issue a 
mandamus for its implementa- 
tion. At that time Punjab raised 
the point that the figure of the 
7.2 m.a.f. surplus dated back to 
the estimated needs of the 
undivided pre-green revolution 
Punjab and was no longer valid. 

In December 1981, just before 
the 1982 Haryana election as 
per the directive of the then 
Prime Minister, Punjab's Dar- 
bare Singh led Congress Govern- 
ment withdrew the State s peti- 
tion from the Supreme Court. 
This meant that Punjab could 
not approach the Court with 
the same petition again). The 
Centre dictated an agreement 
fixing the water apportionment. 
An additional .5 m.a.f was 
pulled out of the magic hat and 
the 1981 division gave 4.2 m.a.f. 
to Punjab and 3.5 m.a.f. to 
Haryana. 

The Akalis, now out of power, 
found this settlement totally 
unfair and argued thai the Cen- 
tre had shared out water when 
it had no right to do so They 
launched a civil disobedience 
movement to protest against 
the interstate Ravi-Beas waters 
agreement. They demanded that 
the matter be referred to the 
Chief Justice of the Supreme 
Court for ensuring an equitable 
distribution of the river waters 
based on the legitimate rights of 
the parties concerned. Since the 
question of the Centre's light to 
apportion river waters is a con- 
stitutional issue, only the 
Supreme Court and not a tribu- 
nal, was competent to go into 
the matter. 

In July 1985, the Rajiv Longo- 
wal Accord agreed to refer the 
matter to a Tribunal setting 
aside the 1981 division. 

The Tribunal is likely to adopt 
need-based-criteria wliile decid- 
ing the apportionment of the 
surplus Ravi-Beas waters. Irri- 
gation experts from Punjab 
maintain that Punjab is the 
only State in the country not 
allowed to use its own river 
waters. Out of 33 m.a.f. of 
water in the three Punjab 
rivers, 18 m.a.f. flows to other 
States. Rajasthan has been 
allotted almost 50 per cent of 
the surplus Ravi-Beas waters 
even though it is a non- 
riparian State. 

Punjab's Water 
Requirements 

The total requirement of Pun- 
jab is 54 m.a.f. against which 
only 33 m.a.f. is available of 
which as just mentioned 18 
m.a.f. flows out of the State. The 
water table has fallen in 50 per 
cent of the Punjab area. In 
some areas in the decade 1975- 
84, sub soil water level fell by 10 
meters. Only 45% of irrigation in 
Punjab is through canals. The 



rest is by tubewells and as a 
result Punjab has to over exploit 
its ground waters by 1.5 m.a.f. 
every year. 

Out of the 118 blocks in Pun- 
jab, 60 have been declared by 
the Water Resources Cell' of 
The Punjab Irrigation Depart- 
ment to be "black-areas", where 
they recommend that no elec- 
tricity connections be given for 
tubewells. Twenty two fall in 
the "grey area" which are likely 
to go black' very soon. Only 36 
blocks are "white", out of which 
14 have saline water. So in real 
terms according to the Water 
Resources Cell, ground water 
should be tapped in future only 
in 22 "white blocks." 

For efficient use, the remain- 
ing Ravi-Beas water should be 
used for irrigating the soils of 
Punjab because lai Punjab has a 
large deficit of irrigation water; 
ibi Returns from irrigation are 
going to be much higher on the 
soils of Punjab which belong to 
a more desirable irrigability 
class. 

According to classification of 
the bench mark soil of India 
into irrigability classes, by Mur- 
thy el al. (19821, 80-90% soils of 
Punjab fall in irrigability Class 1 
and II. These are capable of 
producing high yields of wide 
range of climatically adapted 
crops. Only 10-15% area falls in 
class III and lower irrigation 
class. Saline sodic soils of the 
Punjab State included in cate- 
gory III can be effectively re- 
claimed by application of gyp- 
sum with good quality water 
and put under irrigation. 

In Haiyana and Rajasthan, 
the majority of soils fall in 
irrigability class 111. These soils 
are only marginally suitable for 
irrigated agriculture due to their 
coarse texture, excessive intake 
rates and uneven topography. 
Because of the prevailing topo- 
graphy, gravity irrigation by sur- 
face water is not possible in- 
several parts of Haryana. To 
introduce canal irrigation in 
these areas, water will have to 
be lifted several feet high which 
will add immensely to the cost 
of developing irrigation. 

Why Not A Ganga Canal 

Haryana can get water from 
the Ganga instead of wasting 
Punjab's fertile land for the 
S.V.L. canal. In the Ganga basin, 
the availability of water is 45 
m.a.f. out of which only 3 m.a.f. 
is utilised and the remaining 42 
m.a.f. is going waste into the 
sea. A portion of this can surely 
be diverted for irrigation to Raj- 
asthan and Haryana. 

In the national interest, our 
aim should be to utilize the 
national resources in the best 
possible manner and for this it 
does not seem logical to allow 
Ganga water to go waste, while 
claiming water from a state 
which itself is deficient in water 
for its agricultural needs. 

Dr. S.S. Dosanj is Head, Dept 
of Journalism, Language and 
culture, Punjab Agricultural 
University. Shaminder Virk is 
on the staff of Contemporary 
Times, PAIS. They make out a 
strong case for Punjab's 
requirements in the share of 
river waters. 
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